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by Kenneth Copeland

Fear causes people to do stupid things.

>> That’s an important
fact to remember right now, especially when it comes to finances. With every so-called
expert crying doom and gloom, using words like recession and depression, people are
doing the dumbest things you can imagine. >> They’re selling stocks in a panic at
just the wrong time. They traded perfectly good cars for motor scooters, not because they
enjoy riding motor scooters but because they’re scared of the cost of gasoline. Then gas
prices fell and so did the value of the scooters.
Even some born-again, Bible-believing Christians are letting fear convince them to stop tithing
and cut back on their giving to save money.
I say this in the love of God, with great tenderness and a desire for every brother and sister in
Christ to prosper: Holding back the tithe and getting selfish with your money in a time of economic
trouble is like jumping ship in the middle of a hurricane in an effort to escape the storm. It is not a
smart thing to do.

“But Brother Copeland, I can’t afford to be a
giver right now. I have a mortgage that’s more
than I can afford and I just got laid off from
my job. My financial situation is hopeless.”
No, it’s not.
If you’re a born-again child of God, you
are never without hope. No matter how bad
things look in the natural, you have hope in
every situation because THE BLESSING of
Abraham has come upon you through Christ
Jesus (Galatians 3:14).
I realize you may not look or feel very
blessed right now, but that doesn’t change the
Word of God. His promise to provide for and
prosper you still stands, and He desires you
to be so certain of it, He “confirmed it by an
oath: That by two immutable things, in which
it was impossible for God to lie, we might
have a strong consolation, who have f led for
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:
Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul,
both sure and stedfast” (Hebrews 6:17-19).
Nobody Can Curse
What God Has BLESSED
Notice those verses tell us that hope is
something we as believers already have. It’s
not something we’re tr ying to get. Hope
was sown in our hearts (along with faith and
love) by the incorruptible seed of the Word
of God when we made Jesus the Lord of
our lives. Our job is to lay hold upon the hope
we’ve been given. And since the source of
that hope is the promise of God, we do it by
going to the Bible and finding the promises
that cover our situation.
“What if I don’t know where in the Word
the situation is covered?”
Ask God to show you. Say, “Lord, this is
my situation and I need to know what You’ve
said about it in the Word.” Then turn off the
TV, shut your ears to all the mess the news
media is spouting, and start digging in your
Bible. Study Deuteronomy 28. Find out what
belongs to you through THE BLESSING
and from what Jesus has delivered you by
redeeming you from the curse.
Spend some time meditating on the story
about the king of Moab who tried to talk
the prophet Balaam into prophesying doom
and destruction over the Israelites (Numbers

22). That k ing was scared stiff of THE
BLESSING on Israel. He was so sure they
were going to take over everything in sight he
promised Balaam money, power and promotion, if he’d just curse them.
But Balaam said, “King, I can’t do it. It
doesn’t matter what you promise me. God has
already BLESSED those people and nobody
can curse what God has BLESSED.”
If that was true of God’s Old Covenant
people, how much more is it true of bornagain, New Covenant believers! Because
we are in Christ Jesus, we are the most
BLESSED group of folks who have ever
walked the face of this earth; and as long as
we live by faith in that BLESSING, we cannot be cursed—financially, physically or in
any other way.
Stop Worrying About Going Under
“I know that’s what the Bible says, but
I’m still afraid I’m going to go under in
this economy.”
Well, that’s simple to fix. Just stop being
afraid. Anchor your soul in the hope of God’s
Word and fear not. If you’d like to see how
important it is to do that, get out your concordance and count how many times and in
how many situations God commands His
people not to fear.
Why is He so emphatic about it?
Because just as faith connects us to THE
BLESSING, fear connects us to the curse.
As I said before, fear causes people to do
stupid things.
The Lord pointed that out to me some time
ago when I was reading in Acts 27 about the
time the Apostle Paul was on a ship that got
caught in a hurricane. That story gives us a
great spiritual picture of what’s happening
today in the financial realm. It shows us how
to lay hold of Bible hope when all natural
hope is gone, and how to get through even the
worst storms in peace and safety.
The story begins with Paul warning the
ship’s commander and crew about the danger
that lay ahead of them. He had perceived in
his spirit that if they went the way they were
planning to go there would be trouble. He
hoped to help them avoid that trouble, so he
said: “Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be
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with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and
ship, but also of our lives. Nevertheless the centurion
believed the master and the owner of the ship, more than
those things which were spoken by Paul” (verses 10-11).
One of the things that thrills me about what Paul said
there is that it proves God didn’t stir up that storm. He
didn’t decide in His great wisdom to slap those sailors
around in a hurricane for a while to teach them something. If that had been the case, Paul wouldn’t have
warned them to steer clear of it.
Despite Paul’s warning, however, the shipmen followed
their original plan and sailed right into the middle of the
storm. Of course, back then there was no radar to help
them get through it. There was no satellite to tell them
which direction it was moving. So they sailed around in
circles for two weeks. “And when neither sun nor stars
in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us,
all hope that we should be saved was then taken away”
(verse 20).
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In the natural, the situation was hopeless. There was
no way out; no way they would ever survive that storm.
But in their darkest hour, Paul stood up and declared to
them the Word of the Lord:
Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, and not
have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this
harm and loss. And now I exhort you to be of
good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man’s
life among you, but of the ship. For there stood by
me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and
whom I serve, saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must
be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given
thee all them that sail with thee. Wherefore, sirs,
be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall
be even as it was told me (verses 21-25).
Paul was attempting to get those sailors to transfer
their hope from the ship over onto God’s promise, just
like the Holy Spirit is trying to get believers
today to transfer their hope from the stock
market and their 401(k) over onto their covenant with God. But those men didn’t understand that.
They were probably thinking, This preacher
has lost his mind! We’re throwing stuff overboard
just to stay afloat. This is the worst storm we’ve
ever seen. And he’s saying “Cheer up. Fear not.
God says we’re all going to be just fine.” That’s
crazy talk!

In

the series Delivered From Fear, Kenneth and Gloria Copeland pull the
plug on fear by teaching you how to live—continually—under God’s
divine protection. You’ll learn not only how serious and far-reaching the effects
of fear can be, but also how serious God is about getting all fear out of your life.
Don’t let the nightly news scare you with stories of crime, war and terrorism.
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A Pinheaded Plan
To make things worse, the storm didn’t get
any better after Paul’s sermon. It hammered on
for days. Then, on the 14th night, they drew
near to land; and with the waves still thrashing the hull of the ship threatening to break it
in pieces, they checked the depth of the water
“and found it twenty fathoms: and when they
had gone a little further, they sounded again,
and found it fifteen fathoms. Then fearing lest
we should have fallen upon rocks, they cast
four anchors out of the stern, and wished for
the day” (verses 28-29).
When you’re without hope in the middle of a
hurricane, wishing won’t cut it.
“And as the shipmen were about to f lee out of
the ship, when they had let down the boat into
the sea, under colour as though they would have
cast anchors out of the foreship, Paul said to the
centurion and to the soldiers, Except these abide

in the ship, ye cannot be saved” (verses 30-31).
Remember, these were seasoned sailors. They should
have known better than to jump ship in a storm like that.
Common sense should have told them if they couldn’t
make it through those waves in an ocean-going vessel,
they sure couldn’t survive in a f limsy, little skiff. But
those pinheads, bless their hearts, were going to try it.
They were going to jump overboard!
See what foolish things fear causes people to do?
We can’t be too hard on those sailors, though.
They didn’t know anything about THE BLESSING.
They weren’t believers. They didn’t rea lize THE
BLESSING on Paul was big enough to cover them and
keep them all safe, if they’d just trust him and do what
he said. Paul, however, understood it quite well, and
he convinced them to stay in the boat and follow God’s
instructions. As a result, ever y single one of them
made it through alive.
Prosper in a Time of Famine
It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to see how that story
applies to us today. It reminds us that when storms of life
hit, we’d better not jump ship. We’d better stick with the
Word of God.
If we get into fear, decide God’s ways won’t work and
run to the world for help, we’ll make poor decisions.
Fear will cause us to devalue our own property. Fear
will drive you into selling stock you bought at $35 a
share for 35 cents.
Don’t you dare do that!
“But Brother Copeland, that’s what the stock is worth
right now.”
Who says so? Wall Street? You should have figured
out by now that the people running Wall Street have no
idea what anything is worth. Only God Almighty knows
the value of your property so don’t sell it until He says so.
Listen to Him and He’ll prosper you when everyone else
is going broke.
If you doubt it, read about Isaac. He was heading
for Egypt because a famine had hit Canaan when God
spoke to him and said, “Don’t leave. Stay right where
you are and I’ll perform the oath I swore to your father
Abraham. I’ll BLESS you right here in this faminestricken nation.”
Isaac believed it, sowed seed and reaped a hundredfold
in the same year—right in the middle of the worst possible conditions.
It’s in times of financial crisis that the Church should
rise up and do what Isaac did. We should let God show us
where to plant seed and reap a harvest. We should believe
Him not just for our own needs to be met, but for the

money to come through us to meet the needs of others.
We should be saying, “Lord, I’d like to help my next
door neighbor. He’s losing his house. Give me some extra
money so I can make a payment for him.”
You better brace yourself when you say things like
that because God will answer those prayers quicker
than He’ ll help you pay off your own house. Why?
Because He knows the seed you sow through your giving is worth more than the money. It will bring you a
hundredfold return.
That’s what Jesus meant when He said, “It is more
blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). Giving is
the action of faith that perpetuates THE BLESSING.
All on Board!
“Yeah, but Brother Copeland, I have to conserve
my money. They’re saying we might be headed for
a depression.”
What if we are? God’s BLESSING ship is plenty big
enough to get us all through it in style if we’ll just stay
on board.
My momma and daddy proved that yea rs ago.
When they got married in 1927, just before the Great
Depression hit, they put tithing in their marriage vows.
They vowed before God to tithe everything He put into
their hands. They didn’t know nearly as much about the
Word as we do now, but they knew enough to believe
that if they’d put God first in their finances and do
what the Bible said, He’d take care of them through
thick and thin.
He did, too. My dad never went a 24-hour day without a job all the way through that Depression. People all
around him were working for almost nothing. They’d
work in exchange for one meal. But my dad got goodpaying jobs.
He always had gasoline for his car and we always
had food on the table. Why? Because he was a tither
and a sower of seed. He believed God and stayed with
the program.
That’s what all of us should be doing right now. We
should be laying hold on the hope that is set before us.
We should be declaring right in the face of the worst
financial storm we’ve ever seen, “THE BLESSING of
the Lord makes me rich and He adds no sorrow with it!”
(See Proverbs 10:22.)
Instead of worrying about the f inancial situation
around us, let’s believe God to be the answer to it. In
these troubled times, this gospel ship Jesus has provided
for us is the only safe place to be, so let’s keep giving and
sharing the good news with those who are f loundering.
Let’s keep calling out, “All on board!” V ictor y
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by Frederick K.C. Price

is God
Poor?

It seems like a silly question to ask, “Is God poor?”
It ranks right up there with, “Is God weak?” To their credit, most
Christians would rightly reject the notion that God is poor. The
problem is most of them can’t tell you why.

Let’s begin with the obvious: “In the beginning God
created the heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). That
means God created all the wealth that is in the earth,
way back “in the beginning.” He created all the gold,
all the silver, all the diamonds—all the things that have
constituted material wealth through the ages. As far as
I’m aware, humans have yet to come close to digging up
all the earth’s gold, silver, copper, or finding all the diamonds, emeralds, rubies, and so on. Is it safe to say that
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even today, for all practical purposes, physical wealth is
unlimited, insofar as we cannot see the end of it?
If God created all this wealth, is it bad? What did He
say when He finished His work on the sixth day? Genesis
1:31 says, “And God saw every thing that he had made,
and, behold, it was very good.” Remember, this was
before Adam’s sin, so at that point, all was as God had
made it, sin-free, corruption-free and perfect (without
blemish). It would not be incorrect to rephrase it this way,

If God created all this wealth, is it bad? What did
He say when He finished His work on the sixth day?
then: “In the beginning God created gold, silver and diamonds, and said, ‘It is very good.’” All
I want you to see is that God created wealth in the original sin-free world and didn’t have the
slightest problem with it. Wealth, therefore—or the material manifestations of wealth that men
throughout the ages have come to agree on—was not evil when it was created. It was very good.
Let’s look at this passage in Genesis a little deeper:
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was formless and
empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over
the surface of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And
God saw that the light was good (Genesis 1:1-4).
It’s safe to assume then that whatever God does is good and around Him can be nothing that
is not good. James 1:17 reaffirms that: “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning.” So if it’s good, it must be from God. Since James uses the phrase “every good gift,” we
automatically know if something is bad (in which case it wouldn’t be much of a gift anyway), it
surely isn’t from God.
If we move down in the first chapter of Genesis, we come to the part where God made man:
And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God
created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female
created he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. And
God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all
the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall
be for meat. And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every
thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb
for meat: and it was so. And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was
very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day (Genesis 1:26-31).

It’s safe to assume
then that whatever
God does is good
and that around Him
can be nothing that
is not good.

Notice that not only was all this very good, it belonged to man. God gave it all to Adam. All
of the earthly wealth was transferred into Adam’s hands. You could say, without question, he
was the richest man on earth. If God wanted Adam to have this, then it must be acceptable for
men today to have wealth.
God told David: “Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, and I will testify against
thee: I am God, even thy God. I will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices or thy burnt offerings,
to have been continually before me. I will take no bullock out of thy house, nor he goats out
of thy folds. For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills” (Psalm
50:7-10).
So God owns the cattle on a thousand hills. All wealth began as God’s wealth, and then it
was all given to Adam as executor for all mankind.
God’s House
Keep in mind the earth was made for man, not for God. God already had a place to live.
What does God’s “house” look like? We know Jesus said, “In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you” (John 14:2). In Revelation 21:2, we get a glimpse
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of what exists in heaven. John said, “Then I, John, saw
the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God….” What exactly is the New Jerusalem? Well,
John tells us in Revelation 21:3, “And I heard a great voice
out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is
with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be
his people….” Among other things, the New Jerusalem is
the “tabernacle of God…with men.” Put another way, this
is the church, or the physical location, where God and
man will physically meet on a regular basis.
I have to constantly reiterate this point: The earth
was made for man by God, not for God. He obviously
can come here anytime He chooses, but earth is not His

Ready for Some Good News About Your

home. That is because the earth—even the future, recreated earth—is a physical place, while God is a Spirit.
Jesus said in John 4:24, “God is [a] Spirit, and those
who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” If
you look at the same verse in The Amplified Bible, it says,
“God is a Spirit (a spiritual Being).” God is not physical
and/or material. While He can make Himself physical or
material, He exists in His normal form as a Spirit.
This is important for our analysis because New
Jerusalem cannot be for God to live in—it is a meeting
place for man and God. If New Jerusalem is not made
for God—if it’s not “God’s house”—then we can assume
that whatever He has, or whatever He lives in, is richer,
wealthier, and nicer by several orders of
magnitude than New Jerusalem. New
Jerusalem is, essentially, a single room
Finances?
in His lavish mansion. So what is New
Jerusalem like? John tells us that, too.
He wrote:
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And he [the angel] carried me away in
the spirit to a great and high mountain,
and showed me that great city, the holy
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven
from God, having the glory of God: and
her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as
crystal; and had a wall great and high,
and had twelve gates, and at the gates
twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve
tribes of the child ren of Israel: on the
east three gates; on the north three
gates; on the south three gates; and on
the west three gates. And the wall of
the city had twelve foundations, and in
them the names of the twelve apostles
of the Lamb. And he that talked with
me had a golden reed to measure the
city, and the gates thereof, and the wall
thereof. And the city lieth foursquare,
and the length is as large as the breadth:
and he measured the city with the reed,
twelve thous and furlongs. The length
and the breadth and the height of it are
equal. And he measured the wall thereof,
an hundred and forty and four cubits,
according to the measure of a man, that
is, of the angel. And the building of the
wall of it was of jasper: and the city was
pure gold, like unto clear glass. And the

