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by Kenneth Copeland

The Garden of Eden was a dream come true.
It was a perfect manifestation of the goodness and
love of God, and that’s what THE BLESSING produces .

Live

aGod-Given

DREAM
Oh, Jesus! Don’t You know how sick I am? Don’t You know how broke I am?
Why don’t You help me? Oh, Jesus…don’t You care? | Most of us have
prayed a prayer like that at one time or another.
| We’ve also found
out such prayers don’t work. They don’t bring the power and provision
of God on the scene. They leave us as sick and broke as we were when we
prayed them. | Why is that? | It’s because that kind of “praying” does
not give Jesus, our High Priest, anything to work with. It does not open
the door for Him to do what He is anointed and appointed by God to do.
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I realize that statement might come as a shock to some. They
assume because Jesus is Lord, He can do anything He desires.
But, that’s not the case. According to the New Testament, our
heavenly Father has given Him a particular ministry to fulfill.
Hebrews 3:1 tells us what that ministry is. It calls Him “the
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus.”
The word profession used there can also be translated
confession. It refers to the words we speak. Its literal
translation is “to say the same thing.” Therefore, according to that verse, Jesus is anointed to bring to pass the
words we say when we speak His Word.
In light of that, let me ask you something. What is
He supposed to do when we stand before Him and say
things like, “I’m sick! I’m hurting! I’m broke!”?
I’ll tell you what He’ll do.
Nothing.
Jesus is not anointed to administer those kinds of professions. He is not called to bring to pass devilish things
like sickness, pain and poverty. They’re part of the curse
and He has defeated them. They are under His feet.
“Then why doesn’t He deliver me from them?” you
might ask.
He has del ivered you! T h rough His deat h a nd
Resurrection He has already provided you with absolute
victory in every area of life. The problem isn’t with His
giving…it’s with your receiving.
Tune In to God’s Channel
Think about times when you’ve tried to tune a radio to
a particular station and you’ll see what I mean. If the radio
is not set on the right frequency, you can’t hear that station.
You can’t receive what it’s broadcasting.
What do you do when that happens? You don’t call the
station and say there’s something wrong with their equipment. You don’t wonder if they’ve gone off the air. You
know enough about technology to understand the problem
is not with their transmitting, it’s with your receiver. So
you check the batteries in the radio or you keep adjusting it
until you can hear the station loud and clear.
We need to have the spiritual sense to operate the
same way with God. If we’re not receiving what He has
promised us in the Bible, we should stop assuming He is
withholding it from us. Instead, we should trust that God
is faithful, and go to work to find out what adjustments
we must make to receive from Him. We should grab our
Bible, ask the Holy Spirit to show us how to tune in to
THE BLESSING of God, and look for scriptures that
reveal how God operates—scriptures like Genesis 26:2-3.
There, God said to Isaac during a time of famine: “Go not
down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I shall tell thee
of: Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and will

bless thee; for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give all
these countries, and I will perform the oath which I sware
unto Abraham thy father.”
Notice that God said He would perform for Isaac the
oath, or the word, He gave to Abraham. He didn’t say,
“Sometimes I will perform that word and sometimes I
won’t.” No, He said, “I will perform it!”
If that was the only time God made that statement, we
might think it applied only to Isaac; but it wasn’t. He made
the same declaration in Jeremiah 1:12: “I will hasten my
word to perform it.” One translation phrases that verse, “I
am quick to perform My Word.” Another says, “God watches
over His Word to perform it.”
God hasn’t changed a bit. He said the same thing to Isaac
that He said to Jeremiah. He performs His Word!
Untie Jesus’ Hands
What does that have to do with Jesus’ high-priestly ministry?
A great deal because, as our High Priest, He operates by
that same principle.
Mark 16:14 confirms it. There we read about a time just
after Jesus’ resurrection when He appeared to the disciples
and upbraided them (or sternly corrected them) for “their
unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not
them which had seen him after he was risen.” Then He said:
Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs
shall follow them that believe; in my name shall they cast
out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall
take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it
shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and
they shall recover. So then after the Lord had spoken unto
them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right
hand of God. And they went forth, and preached every
where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the
word with signs following (verses 15-20).
Notice the word them in the last verse is italicized. That’s
because it isn’t in the original Greek manuscripts. It was added
at the discretion of the translators. Sometimes such additions
are helpful, but in this case, the added word doesn’t belong.
Only when we take it out do we see the clear meaning of the
verse: They went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with and confirming the Word with signs following.
According to that scripture, signs and wonders didn’t follow the disciples just because they were the first apostles of
Jesus. They followed them because they were speaking the
Word. Jesus, their High Priest, was working with, confirming and performing the Word.
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No wonder He upbraided the disciples when He found them
huddled in a back room feeling sorry for themselves! As long
as they were wallowing in unbelief, He didn’t have anything to
work with. Until they started confessing His Word in faith, His
hands were tied. He didn’t have anything to perform.
Rejoicing in Hope
That wasn’t true just in the lives of those first disciples—it’s
true for us today. Jesus Christ is still the High Priest of our profession. God has anointed and appointed Him to perform the
Word we confess, and He will do it, as Hebrews 3:6 says, “…if
we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm
unto the end.” Look at verse 14 of the next chapter: “Seeing
then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.”
That last phrase is important because Jesus can’t fulfill
His high-priestly ministry on our behalf if we’re confessing
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His Word one minute, and moaning about our problems the
next. For Him to perform the Word in our lives, we must
hold that Word fast in faith and confidence. We must rejoice
in hope over it until it comes to pass.
What does it mean to rejoice in hope?
Imagine someone walked up to you and said, “I own a
Fortune 500 company and I’ve decided to pay off all your
debts. I’ve put $5 million into your bank account and when
you spend that, I’ll give you $5 million more. I’ve also put
you on our company’s board of directors.”
If you believed that person was telling the truth, you’d
have goose bumps climbing on top of goose bumps. Your
hair would be standing straight up with excitement. You’d
be so thrilled you couldn’t wait to call all your friends and
relatives to tell them the good news. Even though you hadn’t
seen a dime of the money yet, if you were confident of that
person’s word, you’d be rejoicing in hope.
We ought to be the same way about the promises of God.
When we read that God will meet all our needs according to His riches in glory (Philippians 4:19)…or that THE
BLESSING of Abraham is ours in Christ Jesus (Galatians
3:14)…or that in Christ we’ve been blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places (Ephesians 1:3), if we really
believed it, we’d whoop and holler with joy. But most of the
time, we don’t.
Instead, we just ho-hum our way through those promises.
We say like one fellow said, “Yeah, well, praise God…I’ll put
it on my Sears bill and see how far it will go. Ha, ha, ha.”
Why is that? Why does the natural promise of $5 million
from a man excite us so much more than the supernatural,
limitless promise of our Almighty God?
The first one is received by our natural, carnal mind.
It comes to us from the outside in, through our natural,
physical senses. If we have enough evidence to back it up, a
natural promise requires no faith to believe. So our mind and
emotions just respond and start doing back flips.
The revelation of God’s Word, on the other hand, comes to
us through our spirit. It comes to us from the inside out. Before
our mind can fully take hold of it and start rejoicing over it, that
Word has to become strong enough in us to overcome the outward evidence to the contrary, and take over our entire being.
For that to happen, we must meditate on the Word. We
must feed on it and stir ourselves up on purpose with the
truth of it. We must spend time developing our faith.
What Is the Gospel?
If you’ll do that, one of these days the reality of the gospel will hit you. It will spill out of your spirit over into your
soul (your mind, will and emotions) and when it does you’ll
take off like your coattail is on fire.
Faith will take hold in you and you’ll start rejoicing in

hope. Once you start rejoicing in hope, it won’t be long
until the Word of God is made flesh in your life.
That’s how the power of the gospel always works. It
becomes a reality first on the inside of you. The external
manifestation always begins with an inner revelation.
That’s why Hebrews 4:2 says, “For unto us was the gospel
preached….” We must hear and receive the gospel in our
hearts before it can show up in our lives.
“But what does the gospel have to do with my healing
and my finances?” someone might ask.
Everything—because the gospel isn’t just the good news
that through Jesus we can go to heaven when we die. Let’s read
Galatians 3:8: “And the scripture, foreseeing that God would
justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel
unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.”
Do you see that? Praise God. It’s the glorious truth that:
“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that
hangeth on a tree: that the blessing of Abraham might come
on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith” (Galatians 3:13-14).
The gospel is the good news that THE BLESSING God
preached to Abraham, which is the same blessing He gave
to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, now belongs to
us as born-again believers. Certainly, heaven is included in
that blessing, but so are healing, prosperity and every other
good thing God has to give.
Again! Was there any sickness in that Garden? No!
Was there any poverty or oppression in that Garden? No!
The Garden of Eden was a dream place—a little heaven
on earth. It was a perfect manifestation of the goodness and
love of God, and that’s what THE BLESSING produces.
As we confess it with confidence and give our High Priest
the opportunity to administer it, it turns our lives into a
God-given dream come true! He is Lord over the curse. He
is high priest over THE BLESSING!
Start Building
“But I don’t have any dreams, Brother Copeland.”
Then open your Bible and get yourself some!
Read and meditate on God’s promises. Build your faith in
His goodness and the integrity of His covenant Book until
you begin to see a picture of your life that lines up with it. If
you’ve been plagued with sickness, build a dream of health and
strength and long life. If you’ve been dogged by financial lack,
build a dream of abundance. Stay in the Word of God until you
see yourself “always having all sufficiency in all things,” so that
you “may abound to every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).
Real Bible hope is a God-ordained dream. So build yourself
a dream from the Scriptures and start rejoicing over it.
In the initial stages, it will be a dream without substance,

but if you’ll keep feeding it…and feeding it with the Word,
your faith for it will start to grow. Then that faith will begin
to draw the reality of that dream out of your spirit and it will
begin to manifest in your life. It will flow out from inside
you and start healing your flesh, bringing you finances and
making your dreams come true.
I know from experience just how true that is. I’ve been
watching it happen in my life and ministry for more than
40 years now, and so have my children. Years ago, for example,
when my son, John, who is grown now, was just a little boy,
our whole family developed a God-given dream for a station
wagon. The car we’d been driving just wasn’t big enough to
carry all the stuff for our meetings, so we all started confessing the Word over the situation.
We didn’t cry and moan and say, “God, can’t You see we
need a new car? Why don’t You give us a car? Why don’t You
give us the station wagon we need?”
No, our High Priest couldn’t have done anything with
those words. So we said, “Our God meets our needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. We have our station wagon, in Jesus’ Name!” Then we sowed seed toward
it—both word seed and financial seed.
Eventually, it got so real inside me that I quit saying much
about it. It was mine. I could see it with the eyes of my spirit.
One day, I realized John could too. We were driving down
the road and he said, “Daddy, we got our station wagon! It’s
ours, right?”
“Yes, that’s right, John,” I answered.
“Why don’t we go get it?”
It was so real to him he couldn’t figure out why we weren’t
already driving it. The reason in the natural was $3,000. In
John’s spirit and mine, it was finished.
Sure enough, within a few days a fellow called me, weeping. “Brother Copeland,” he said, “please forgive me. Some
time ago the Lord told me to send you some money and I
haven’t done it. But I’m sending it to you now.”
The money was just the amount we needed to buy the station wagon of our dreams.
If you’ll put the Word of God in your heart and in your
mouth, your High Priest will do the same kind of thing for
you. He’ll perform His Word on your behalf.
So get rid of those old, unbelieving prayers and confessions. Replace them with words Jesus can work with. Spend
time in the Bible and develop some God-given dreams. Keep
meditating the Word and feeding your heart with it until
those dreams become real to you and you have such confidence in them that you are rejoicing in hope.
If you’ll dare to do it, I can promise you on the authority
of God’s Word, you’ll never be disappointed. For you have a
High Priest who is anointed to make your God-given dreams
come true. V ictor y
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by Melanie Hemry

Where Is Your Sting?
o Death,

Julie Fields straightened a stack of invoices and looked up as Bret Smalling, her
21-year-old son, sauntered into her office with a saucy smile. He moved with grace for a
man his size—6 feet 4 inches in his stocking feet, and muscular. | “Where are you off
to this morning?” Julie asked, watching the way his blue eyes gleamed with good humor.

“I’m going to get a haircut,” he said, running a
hand through his brown hair.
It had only been five months since Bret left Phoenix
and moved to Wickenburg, where she and her husband Don lived. She loved the way Bret took time to
drop by and tease a laugh out of her. Since arriving in
Wickenburg, he’d met the love of his life, Shyla, and
they were talking about getting married. Julie sighed
with contentment…life was good.
Weeks earlier, Julie and Bret had driven past a
church with a large cross on the steeple. “Mom, do
you see that cross?” Bret had asked.
Julie tipped her head and looked up at the towering
steeple. “Yes.”
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“The other day Shyla and I were walking down the
street and when I looked up and saw the cross I had to
pray. I dropped to my knees right there.”
Julie looked at her son and pict ured the scene
he’ d just described. Bret had a lways been tender
towa rd t he L ord, but as a teenager he’ d got ten
involved with the wrong crowd and made some poor
choices that had got ten him crossways w ith the
law. He was trying to straighten out the mistakes
he’d made and get his life back on track. It sounded
like he was tr y ing to get things right w ith God
as well.
“I’m so proud of you,” she’d said.
After a few minutes of banter, Bret left for his haircut.

Julie had no way of knowing she would never see
his face again.
Gone Missing
“Bret dropped by the office March 1, 2004,” Julie
recalls. “That night Shyla called and said she hadn’t
seen or heard from him all evening. The next day
she called again. Bret had never arrived home. I felt
uneasy because that wasn’t like him. Shyla and I
drove around and talked to his friends, but none of
them had seen him.”
The third day Bret was missing, Julie called the
police. They said since Bret was of legal age there
was nothing they could do unless he needed medicat ion or fou l play was suspec ted. Soon, Bret ’s
sister, his stepbrother and stepsisters, had joined
the search. Bret loved to col lect rocks, and they
wondered if perhaps he’d gotten lost. They combed
the desert washes looking for any sign of him, but to
no avail.
“Both my mother and I had been Partners with
Kenneth Copeland Ministries for about 29 years,”
Julie said. “After Bret had been missing for a week,
someone from the ministr y called my mother and
asked if she needed prayer. She asked them to pray that
we find Bret. People from my church and my sister’s
church were praying as well. We covered the town with
missing-person posters showing Bret’s picture.”
A week and a half after Bret vanished, Don suggested they run an article in the newspaper offering
a reward.
Two day s later, Ju l ie’s phone ra ng. A woma n
said her daughter felt uneasy about something she
and her boyfriend had heard about the time Bret
disappeared. The daughter, shaken and upset, got on
the phone.
“These guys were drunk and we thought they were
joking,” she said. “They bragged about killing someone
and burying him in the desert. The thing is…I saw
Bret hanging out with them before he disappeared.”
Julie’s world tilted off its axis. Murdered? Bret? That
couldn’t be. Bret is alive; he’ ll come home. Even as she
thought it, some terrible knowing welled up from
deep within. No!
Don met the young couple at the police station
where they told their stor y, and a homicide team
arrived from Phoenix to investigate. Three young
men were implicated in the possible murder, but two
of them had left the state. The youngest, age 18, was
brought in for questioning.
He later confessed to witnessing Bret’s murder.

She wanted the world to
know God was not a killer;
she would never blame this
atrocious crime on Him.

Praising Through the Pain
Three weeks to the day after Bret disappeared,
police found his body in a shallow grave in the desert,
15 miles outside of town.
Julie’s heart felt like it was shattered into a million
pieces. A pain deeper than anything she’d ever imagined engulfed her. So great was her agony, it seemed
only the grace of God held her together and kept her
from spinning into eternity with her son.
The following week the other two suspects, ages 19
and 21, were arrested in Montana. All three men were
charged with first-degree murder.
The medical examiner needed to keep Bret’s body
for an indefinite period of time, so the family held a
memorial service. Despite her loss, Julie was determined to make a statement. She wanted the world to
know God was not a killer; she would never blame
this atrocious crime on Him. She wanted everyone to
know that no matter what happened on this earth, she
would never stop giving praise and glory to God.
Taking a deep breath, Julie stood and walked to the
podium. Standing with her sister and a friend, she
lifted her broken heart to God and sang “Agnus Dei.”
Fifteen people gave their lives to the Lord.
Help in Times of Trouble
“I’d never needed God’s arms around me as tightly
as I did in the days, weeks and months following
Bret’s death,” Julie remembers. “One of the ways He
held me was through KCM. This experience taught
me a whole new meaning of the term partnership.
People from the ministry never stopped calling, praying and encouraging us; the outpouring of love was
incredible. One of the first things they did was send a
minibook called Sorrow Not and some teaching tapes
dealing with the destructive power of spirits of sorrow
and grief. These were invaluable to the whole family.
I knew at some point I would have to forgive, but at
first it was all I could do to sort out my emotions and
deal with them. My anger grew as the events of that
day were revealed.”
After their arrests, the three of them reported that
when Bret lost his job he had borrowed $300 from
two of the brothers. Frustrated that he hadn’t been
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able to pay them back, they discussed the situation
with the third man and hatched a plan to scare Bret.
An Unfitting End
What they saw as a scare tactic, authorities called
premeditation.
According to police reports and court testimony, the
three had discussed getting Bret out into the desert to
scare him into repaying the loan. The day before the
murder, they drove into the desert and dug a grave, saying
they would kill Bret if he did not pay back the money.
The following day they invited Bret to go rock hunting
with them, according to testimony. Once in the desert,
one of the young men pointed a shotgun at Bret and told
him, “When you mess with them you mess with me.”
He then pulled the trigger, killing Bret.
After the three men buried the body they burned their
bloody clothes, testimony revealed.
Some days were harder for Julie than others, but the
mental image of Bret’s murder circled her mind like a
vulture. One day when the loss threatened to overwhelm
her, the Lord spoke.
I know the pain of losing a son, He said.
“Yes, Lord, but Your Son was raised from the dead.”
So was yours.
Fighting Back
“Each time I thought I was making progress forgiving,” Julie recalls, “I would remember that the young
man who shot my son saw him take his last breath.
He heard Bret’s last words. He didn’t have that right!
I’d get so angry, I’d have to start over.
“Eventually, I realized it was just what Brother
Copeland had warned about—I was being tormented
by a spirit of sorrow and grief. According to the Bible,
Jesus bore our grief on the cross. I knew the time had
come for me to put my foot down and fight back. I
decided I wasn’t going to let the devil replay the murder in my mind.”
Even as Julie gained victory over the sorrow and
grief, unexpected things would send her drowning
in a sea of loss. One day, walking down the aisle of
the grocery store, she looked up and saw a box of
Fruit Roll-ups. As a child Bret loved Fruit Roll-ups.
Overwhelmed with the pain of losing him, Julie hurried out of the store to her car. Weeping, she pulled
out of the parking lot. A bumper sticker on the car in
front of her read, “Expect a miracle.”
“Expect a miracle?” she cried, “Lord, I just want
to survive!”
Just then words of a worship song welled up in

