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the
Blessing
Don’t Mess Up the Setup

It doesn’t take a financial genius to see that this world’s
economic system is set up for a fall. ¶ Don’t get me wrong. I’m not

chiming in with doomsayers and predicting a total global meltdown.
There’s not going to be any global meltdown—at least not as long as the
Church is on the earth to preserve things. But from time to time, we are
going to see man-made empires fall. Those falls may come sooner…or they
may come later…but one thing is sure—they will come.
by Kenneth Copeland

When they do, economists and politicians will give a
hundred different reasons for them. But, in reality, there
will be only one: This world’s economy is based on the
system of commerce that originated at the tower of Babel.
It’s a system in which mankind tries to meet its own
needs without God—and it is divinely destined to fail.
To find that out, all you have to do is read the Bible and
look at the first people who came up with it. They were a
group of folks who—unlike most people today—actually
understood God’s way of doing things. They only knew His
method of creating—imagine it, believe it and speak it.
And they said…let us build us a city and a tower, whose
top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name,
lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole
earth. And the Lord came down to see the city and
the tower, which the children of men builded. And
the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have
all one language; and this they begin to do: and now
nothing will be restrained from them, which they have
imagined to do. Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one
another’s speech. So the Lord scattered them abroad
from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left
off to build the city (Genesis 11:4-8).
A Half-Built Monument to Failure
What God did at Babel went far beyond messing up
the tower builders’ speech patterns. He spoke confusion
into their godless way of operating. He put a cap on their
ability to imagine and convey to others the images in their
minds. Their communication with one another fell apart
to the point they couldn’t figure out what to do anymore,
and they wandered away, leaving a half-built tower as a
monument to their failure.
From that day to this, the same thing has happened to
every group of ungodly, disobedient people who have tried to
use their own human power to create and sustain their earthly
kingdoms. They have only been able to build their towers,
their cities, their nations and their economies to a certain point
before confusion set in and things started to crumble.
It has happened before and it will happen again. Babel is
set up to fail.
You, however, are not.
If you are a born-again believer who has received Jesus
as your Savior and Lord, God has set you up to succeed. He
has set you up to be BLESSED.
You aren’t held captive by Babylonian economics because,
through Jesus, you’ve been delivered out of that confused,
ungodly system into another system altogether. As a joint
heir of the last Adam, you’ve been put back into the Eden

system of prosperity that God created in the beginning.
You’ve been restored to the place of THE BLESSING.
God has said to you as surely as He said to the first
Adam in the Garden of Eden, “Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion”
(Genesis 1:28). He has crowned you with His own creative
glory (Psalm 8:5), blessed you with every spiritual blessing
that heaven has to offer (Ephesians 1:3), and released untold
numbers of angels to minister on your behalf (Hebrews
1:14). He has redeemed you from the curse so that the
BLESSING of Abraham might come on you through Jesus
Christ (Galatians 3:13-14).
Any way you look at it, you are set up to be BLESSED.
And you can live in that BLESSING even in the midst of a
confused Babylonian economy if you don’t mess up the setup!
Living in a Word-Controlled World
How, exactly, could you mess up the setup?
The way most of us do it is with our mouths. Our
words make us or break us. Even the people at Babel had
that figured out. They’d been told by their ancestors (people like Adam and Eve) that in the beginning God said,
“Light be!” and light was. He said, “Let the earth bring
forth…” and it was so.
That’s the only creative method they knew, so they imitated it. They declared what they imagined and believed
would come to pass. They said, “We will build a city and
a tower.” If God hadn’t intervened and confused things
they would have succeeded, because this entire planet and
everything in it is created and controlled by words.
The Bible confirms it again and again. For example:
• “Death and life are in the power of the tongue.”
(Proverbs 18:21)
• “Whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou
removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall
not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those
things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall
have whatsoever he saith.” (Mark 11:23)
• “For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy
words thou shalt be condemned.” (Matthew 12:37)
Since we live in a word-controlled world, to stay connected to the Eden system we must get the confusion of
Babel out of our mouths. We must stop talking in ways
that are contrary to THE BLESSING and the Word of
God by saying things like, “I can’t….” “I don’t know what
to do.” “Nobody loves me.” “I’m no good.”
As believers, we are lying against the truth when we
make statements like that. We are flatly contradicting the
Word of God and disobeying the instructions Jesus gave us.
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He told us to follow His example and always speak words
that are in agreement with those of our heavenly Father. He
said, “I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught
me, I speak these things. If ye continue in my word, then are
ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free” (John 8:28, 31-32).
Let me ask you something. Was Jesus ever in bondage to
this world’s economy during His earthly ministry? Did He
ever experience one moment of shortage or lack as a result of
any worldly recession or depression?
Of course not, because Jesus wasn’t bound to this ungodly
system of commerce. He lived totally free from it. He lived in
the abundance of the kingdom of God.
Regardless of what was happening around Him, Jesus
lived in THE BLESSING; and if we’ll continue in His
Word, we can live the same way. If we speak the truth and
say only what God says, we’ll be disciples of Jesus, and the
truth will make us just as free as He is!

Transform Your Life With Your Words
God created man with power…in his words. Learn how to use
the words you speak to receive the desires God has put in your
heart. Filled with practical scriptures and personal examples, Words
of Prayer, Words of Faith by Kenneth Copeland shows you how to
use your words the way God intended...and change your world!
Don’t wait—order today!
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£9.00 : e10.00 #02-7500

reg. £12.00 : e13.30 NOW!

kcm.org.uk
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Setting the World on Fire
One person who had a revelation of that fact was the Apostle
James. In his letter to the early Church, he said that the man
who looks into the perfect “law of liberty” (or the law of freedom
which is God’s Word) and then acts on it by bridling his tongue
will be BLESSED in everything he does (James 1:22-26).
Think about that. Someone who is BLESSED in everything he does, can’t be stopped. Worldly financial crises can’t
stop him. The mistakes of politicians can’t stop him. Nothing
in this natural realm can restrain or bring him down.
“Brother Copeland, surely you don’t really think our words
make that much difference.”
I don’t think it, I know it because the Bible says so. It
tells us the tongue “setteth on fire the course of nature”
(James 3:6). The word translated course in that verse can also
be translated wheel. Today, we might say it this way, “The
tongue is what sets everything rolling.”
That’s the reason Satan works so hard to get hold of your
tongue. It’s the reason he makes sure you hear negative
reports about the economy and everything else. He wants
that negativity coming out of your mouth because you will
have whatever you’re saying.
That’s also why the devil is always trying to get you
upset with someone. He wants you to use your tongue to set
fires of strife that will burn up your harvest of BLESSING.
He knows that no matter how born again and baptized in
the Holy Ghost you are, if he can rob you of your love walk
and get you talking ugly about people, you’ll be drifting
toward downtown Babylon before you know it. James 3:16
says, “For where envying and strife is, there is confusion
[Babel] and every evil work.”
“I know the Bible says that, Brother Copeland, but if
you knew what that person did to me, you’d understand
why I’m upset with him!”
No, what I understand is that by getting in strife and
opening the door to confusion, you’re putting yourself in
serious danger. You are giving Satan access to your innermost counsel and getting your mind in such an uproar you
can’t hear a word God is saying to you. When you’re in that
condition, you don’t need someone to pet you and agree
with you, you need someone to tell you the truth in love.
You need someone to say, “You’d better cut that strife out
right now because the devil is using it to take you captive to
do his will. He is handcuffing you to this Babylonian system of confusion and it is running your life. You’d better
get back over in the wisdom from above that is ‘first pure,
then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of
mercy and good fruits’” (James 3:17).
All of us who desire to walk in the Eden system and
stay free from the recessions and depressions of the world
have to operate in that higher wisdom. We have to make a
quality decision to put God’s Word of love and victory in

This world’s economy is based on the system of commerce that
originated at the tower of Babel. It’s a system in which mankind tries
to meet its own needs without God—and it is divinely destined to fail.
our mouths and keep it there no matter what. When we’re
tempted to get into a fuss with someone, we have to be
quick to repent. We have to be willing to say, “Hey, I was
the one who was wrong. Forgive me. I love you.”
How to Tame Your Tongue
“I’d like to do that, Brother Copeland, but when I get
under pressure, somehow or another my tongue just gets
away from me. I find myself saying things I shouldn’t and
regretting it later.”
That’s because you’ve been trying to tame your tongue
with natural willpower. That’s impossible because your
tongue is tied to your spirit and it will say what’s inside
you before your brain has a chance to stop it.
It’s spiritual law: Out of the abundance of your heart,
your mouth will speak (Matthew 12:34). So if you’re serious about keeping the Word of God in your mouth, you
must first put the Word in your heart and keep it there
in abundance. The power of that engrafted Word will
save your soul from your old Babylonian way of thinking
(James 1:21). It will renew your mind and change your
imagination so it lines up with THE BLESSING.
Then you can take authority over your thoughts and
your words. You can start “casting down imaginations,
and every high thing that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every
thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5).
Instead of lying awake at night gripped with fear,
thinking, What am I going to do about my bills? I’ll never
get them all paid. I’m going to end up losing everything, you
can roll your cares over on the Lord. You can declare the
Word, laugh at the devil and say, “There’s no use in me
lying here worrying. God said He will take care of me
and I believe Him.” Then you can turn over and sleep
like a baby. (See Psalm 127:2.)
A Mouthful of Heaven
If you really want to rock the devil back on his heels
and release the force of THE BLESSING in your life,
there’s something else you can do as well. You can speak
in other tongues and build yourself up on your most holy
faith by praying in the Holy Ghost.
“Well, I don’t know. I’m not too sure about that
tongues business.”
Then study your Bible and get sure about it, because it’s a
vital part of God’s divine setup. So vital, in fact, the very first

thing God empowered the early disciples to do was “to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:4).
Why is speaking and praying in tongues so important?
Because, as I said before, this is a word-controlled world.
And when we talk in tongues or pray in the spirit, we’re speaking words that are coming straight from heaven. We’re speaking the language of the spirit those early tower builders lost.
The devil would rather we never find out about that. He
doesn’t want us to know that what God removed at Babel,
He gave back at Pentecost. He doesn’t want us praying in the
spirit because, according to Romans 8:26-28, when we do:
•
•

•

“The [Holy] Spirit also helpeth our infirmities.”
(He takes hold together with us against all the
bad things coming against us.)
“The Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered.” (The Holy
Spirit Himself starts feeding prayer into our spirit
and putting words in there the devil can’t figure
out. He pumps us full of BLESSING power and
it rolls out of us in rivers of words and sounds that
perfectly express the will of God for our lives.)
“He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the
mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession
for the saints according to the will of God. And
we know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose.”

Religious tradition has tried to rob us of the power
of that last verse by telling us the phrase all things work
together for good refers to sicknesses and car wrecks and
every other kind of demonic garbage. But that’s not right!
It’s not the devil’s stuff that’s working for us, it’s the things
of God. It’s the blood, the Word, the Holy Spirit, all the
angels of heaven and the very power of God’s own glory.
All those things are continually working together for the
good of those who love God and are called according to
His purpose—which is THE BLESSING.
It’s all one great big setup! We are set up to be BLESSED!
All we have to do is cooperate with it. All we have
to do is stick with the Eden system of God’s Word and
we’ll not only be BLESSED, we’ll become an avenue of
BLESSING for others.
Even in the worst of times, when Babel is in a mess all around
us, we can live in the truth that makes us free. V ictor y
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by Ronald C. Jordan

from Tests to

Testimony

The evening sun was barely visible in the quiet December sky as

Ben Tankard maneuvered his International RXT truck around the circular driveway to his home. He and his wife, Jewel, and their two children
had recently moved into the beautiful 14,000-square-foot home in the
Tennessee suburb of Murfreesboro. ¶ The colorful lights illuminating the street
set the tone for the season, and for how Ben felt every year as Christmas drew near. But
the song softly playing on his truck stereo made the season more real than Ben sometimes
cared to remember.

Wiping a tear from his cheek, Ben stepped from the truck,
now unable to erase the memory of the drumbeats from the
song “The Little Drummer Boy.” Neither could he ignore the
thoughts of how significant that song had been in his life.
From the age of 3, Ben had loved the sound of drums.
“I can remember wishing for a drum every Christmas,”
Ben recalls. “But somehow, even that young, I knew it would
never happen. We were very poor! Our clothes came from
Goodwill, and whatever Christmas presents we got came from
the Salvation Army.”
Poor Little Drummer Boy
When he was 7, Ben tried out for the school Christmas production of “The Little Drummer Boy.” Unlike others auditioning for the part of the drummer, Ben didn’t own a snare drum.
Rather than embarrass him by pointing out that the audition
required him to have a drum, the music teacher had asked one
of the other boys to loan Ben his drum.
“Halfway through my audition the teacher stopped me
and announced, ‘This young man is who we are looking
for,’” Ben remembers.
When the pageant concluded, Ben received three standing
ovations. The teacher surprised Ben by giving him the drum he
had used in the play. She also told him how proud she was of his
performance, and that his mother had dressed him so perfectly
for the part.
“She had no idea I was not dressed ragged on purpose,” Ben
said. “She never knew the clothes I wore that night—an old
tattered shirt and some cutoff bluejeans—were the best clothes
I had.”
“Every time I hear that song I get emotional,” Ben says
unashamedly. “It humbles me because I know where I came from
and I know who is responsible for me being where I am today.”
Starting From Nowhere
Where Ben Tankard is today is a good place.
Acknowledged by many as “the Quincy Jones of gospel,” Ben
is one of Christian music’s best-selling instrumentalists. Twentyone gold and platinum albums line the walls of his 23-room mansion—the result of songs he wrote and produced and his association with other artists in the industry. He has also received more
than 50 Grammy, Dove and Stellar awards and nominations over
the past 20 years, yet these tell only part of the story of how God
has brought him through rough and tragic times.
The vacation home in Florida; a fleet of vehicles that includes
a limousine, a Mercedes and two motorcycles; two private airplanes which Ben pilots himself; and an unshakable marriage
that is founded on God’s Word are a testimony, Ben says, to
what God will do when you truly trust Him.
“It’s not because of anything I’ve done—it’s all about God’s
mercy. Had it not been for Him I would be exactly where I
started—nowhere.”
Describing life growing up in Daytona Beach, Fla., as

“nowhere” is about as accurate as it gets for Ben and his family. Ben’s father, Arthur, a Pentecostal preacher, worked hard
to provide for his wife, Mary, and their two daughters and son.
But times were hard. Like many in those days, the Tankards
received their share of government rations, including food
stamps, powdered eggs and milk, peanut butter and cheese.
When his job as a migrant worker didn’t bring in enough
money to support the family, Arthur collected and sold aluminum cans.
“He would leave home around 4 a.m. and spend all day looking for cans, and return with his station wagon loaded with
smelly beer cans,” Ben remembers. “Sometimes we had cans in
the backyard piled 7 feet high.
“I’m sure we weren’t the only poor people back then, but when
it’s you, I guess you tend to only see yourself,” Ben said, recalling
how a decent meal meant getting chicken backs and wing tips,
and turkey parts from the meat market for 10 cents a pound.
“We got excited just knowing there was meat on those
chicken backs.”
The Reality of Poverty
Poverty was a way of life for the Tankards, but so was church.
“We were in church almost every day, and our parents were
very strict regarding our lifestyle,” Ben recalls. “My sisters were
not allowed to wear pants, we never went to the movies and we
could only watch TV two hours a day.
“I remember thinking, What a way to grow up!” Ben said.
“It’s not that I was critical of my parents, because they took
real good care of us. I just didn’t understand why it was so hard
to have enough food or a decent place to live. The Bible says
faith comes by hearing, but the church we were in didn’t teach
about prosperity. We didn’t know how to exercise faith for what
we wanted, or that we could have faith to believe past where we
were so we never prospered.
“The only time I remember my family ever setting a goal was
once when we wanted a double-wide trailer. But that had nothing to do with faith; we just wanted a double-wide!”
They never got the double-wide, but things did start to
look up. In 1975, Ben’s dad came home after being away doing
migrant work and announced he had found a steady job and
a new place to live. The news signaled a fresh start for the
Tankards, or so they thought.
Their new home in Starke, Fla., turned out to be a small
apartment in back of an old, abandoned movie theater. There
was running water and a shower, but the only bathroom was
at the front of the theater. In Starke, Ben developed a stronger
interest in music and quickly excelled. He was the only seventhgrader to play with the high-school concert band. In high school
he played with the nearby university’s symphony orchestra.
Later his family moved to Chattahoochee, where Ben’s life
began to take shape when his large, 6-foot, 6-inch frame caught
the attention of the high-school basketball coach. As a result
of his impressive performance on the basketball court, and his
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musical talent, Ben had more than 20 college-scholarship
offers when it came time to graduate. To stay close to home,
he chose to attend Wallace Community College in nearby
Dothan, Ala.
The Wrong Plan
Clearly, God had a plan for Ben Tankard. But by now, Ben
had become so absorbed with his own plan for success he never
considered looking to God.
“I suppose it goes back to never being
taught,” Ben says. “I never knew God
loved me enough to do anything for me.
My plan was to finish college, then play
professional basketball overseas or try for
a spot in the NBA.”
In 1984, while playing with a minor
league basketball team in Canada, Ben was
invited to a basketball camp where, he was
told, NBA scouts would be present.
“The scouts did see me play and were
“It humbles me
interested in me,” Ben said. “But I blew out
because I know
my knee in the first workout and just like
where I came from,
that it was over. There went my chance of
and I know who is
being in the NBA.”
responsible for me
Considering himself a failure, Ben
being where I am
today.”
returned home to Dothan.
A Real Turning Point
Desperate people do desperate things. At 21, Ben
Tankard had become desperate.
“I had done everything I knew to make it, but nothing
worked,” Ben said. “Even worse, I had turned my back on church
and God. Now I was in a fix and didn’t know what to do.”
Alone in his mobile home, Ben picked up a brochure someone had given him announcing a local church revival.
What harm could it do to go? he thought.
That night at the revival, a broken Ben Tankard walked
down the center aisle to the front of the room to ask Jesus into
his life.
“I had spent most of my life in church,” Ben said, “but I
cannot honestly remember ever taking a step toward salvation. I guess because we were in church every day, I assumed I
didn’t have anything to give up. But that night at the service,
I gave it all up…I received Jesus Christ as Lord of my life.”
As Ben headed back to his seat the minister said, “God has
something else for you.” He anointed Ben with oil, and then
told him to sit down and play the organ.
“I had never played keyboards before, but that night, under
the power of the Holy Spirit, I began to play like a seasoned professional,” Ben said. “Sounds were coming from that organ that
neither I nor anyone else in that room had ever heard before—
beautiful, jazzy, anointed sounds. Somehow, I knew they were
from God, and I knew I had been anointed with a special gift.”
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The Sounds of a Minstrel
Over the next few years, Ben endured more challenges. His
father’s health had begun to fail, prompting Ben to move back
to Florida to be closer to his family. With no career plans, Ben
worked several odd jobs to help out, while a marriage, which
had produced three children, ended in divorce.
One day during his lunch break, Ben stopped at a music
shop and was tinkering with a keyboard when a customer asked
if he could play country music. When Ben started playing, the
woman turned to the salesclerk and said, “I’ll take the one he’s
playing,” Ben remembers. A similar thing happened the next
day after a customer heard Ben playing classical music. When
Ben’s talent became obvious, the store manager gave him a job.
“I still had a great love for music, and I saw this as my opportunity to finally do what I really wanted,” Ben said. “Only this
time I didn’t go out on my own. I knew for me to succeed I had
to allow God to show me how to make it happen.”
By 1989, Ben had started his first music company, and within
a year had produced his first album, All Keyed Up. Though he
considered it a good first effort, the music industry rejected it.
“The negative responses poured in like rain,” Ben
remembers. “Secular companies said the music was too gospel, while gospel companies labeled it too jazzy.”
Undaunted, Ben continued to push his new “gospel
jazz” sound.
“I knew if this was something God had truly called me
to, if He really intended for me to be successful as a musician, it would not come without some kind of difficulty or
hardship,” Ben said.
The years that followed brought their share of hardships,
including the death of both Ben’s parents and a second
failed marriage.
A Spiritual Pied Piper
In 1997, Ben visited the Holy Land.
“Standing in the place where Jesus stood, and looking at
the tomb where He was laid, something happened to me,”
Ben reflects. “I began to see Jesus on a more personal level.
Connecting the dots in my life, I could see how He had
literally taken me from one point to another. I wanted to
know Him even more!”
That year, Ben enrolled in a correspondence course
through Rhema Bible Training Center.
“One of the books on my required reading list was
Prosperity: The Choice Is Yours by Kenneth Copeland,” Ben
remembers. “In it Brother Copeland talked about receiving
to please the Father…. When I read that, I understood—
God has already provided for us, and it pleases Him when
we receive.”
Two years later, Ben was attending a conference when
Pastor Creflo Dollar told him: “As you yield to God, you
will be raised up as a spiritual Pied Piper like David, to
usher people into God’s presence. You will be not only a

