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He is disposed to show us His favor,
should we not also be disposed to
show favor to others? As we sow seeds
of favor into the lives of those around
us, we will begin to grow in favor in
our own lives, just as Jesus did. e
Bible says, Jesus increased in wisdom
and stature, and in favour with God
and man (Luke 2:52). If Jesus had
the ability to increase in favor with
God and man, then so do we.
Walking in the favor of God
brings pleasure to our lives. Psalm
5:12 says, For You, O Lord, will
bless the righteous; with favor You
will surround him as with a shield
(NKJV). The Amplified version of
this scripture puts it this way: As
with a shield You will surround him
with goodwill (pleasure and favor).
Despite what some Christians might
tell you, God does not object to our
having pleasure in this life. As a
matter of fact, being a believer should
be fun. After all, Jesus prayed for His
disciples that they might have my joy
ful lled in themselves (John 17:13).
As Jesus prayer suggests, our joy
is meant to be a ref lection of His
own joy. The messianic prophecy
of Isaiah says of Jesus that the
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper
in his hand (Isaiah 53:10). Living
a life characterized by joy and godly
pleasure is another way that we show
forth the image of God in which we
were created.

Crowned With
Glory and Honor

Throughout the years I ve been
in ministry, I ve encountered many
people who have not enjoyed the
victories that belong to them, because
they have such a poor self-image.
Jesus said we should love others as
we love ourselves, but I ve found that
there are a lot of folks who don t even
love themselves. The Word directs
us to be strong in the grace that is
in Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 2:1). In
other words, we are not to be weak
where the favor of God is concerned.
We are to be strong and have a

positive outlook regarding the favor of
God. Many believers, especially those
who were not raised in environments
where they were pra ised and
encouraged, have di culty grasping
this truth.
Carolyn and I were driving home
following dinner one evening when
she noticed a bumper sticker on the
car in front of us. At first glance it
appeared to be one of those positive
messages announcing that a child is
an honor student at some particular
school. But when we looked closer,
we read these words: My child is the
number one inmate at the Texas state
prison. Now, Im sure that when those
people put that sticker on their car,
they did it because they thought it was
funny not because they wanted their
child to end up in prison. But the point
I want to make is this: When a child
grows up hearing words like these
being spoken over his or her life, it s
quite likely that the child will ful ll
what has been decreed.
I ve had people ask me, Do you
mean that confessing things like that
over my children will cause them to
turn out that way?
My answer is always, They will
unless there s divine intervention.
e Word of God teaches us to train
up a child in the way he should go:
and when he is old, he will not depart
from it (Proverbs 22:6). The words
we speak over our children, good or
bad, carry great power. is is why it
is so important to declare God s divine
favor over our families on a daily basis.
For those who were not brought
up hearing words of grace and divine
favor spoken over them, I have good
news. e Word of God can be used
to tear down arguments and every
high thing that exalts itself against
the knowledge of God, bringing
every thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ (2 Corinthians
10 :5, NK J V). Pau l de sc r ibed
the Word of God as living and
powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even
to the division of soul and spirit,

and of joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart (Hebrews 4:12, NKJV).
rough the Word of God, we have
the ability to change our thinking and
cause it to line up with what God says
about us. God says we are made in
His image. We have been crowned
with glory and honor. We walk in
authority and dominion.
Armed with the Name of Jesus
and the Word of God, we can take
authority over the untruths and
disheartening circumstances that
seem to be controlling our lives.
God s favor can change even the most
impossible-looking situation.
Remember Psalm 84:11? The
Lord God is a sun and shield: the
Lord will give grace [divine favor]
and glory: no good thing will He
withhold from them that walk
uprightly. I don t care how dire your
circumstances may be or how much
money you may need or how negative
a report you may have received from
the doctor or the lawyer or even
how many times you may have been
told you would never amount to
anything. When the favor of God
comes on the scene, failure and
defeat are no longer inevitable. e
favor of God brings good things into
your life; it brings prosperity.
When we truly understand just
how important we are to our heavenly
Father, doubt and insecurity will
vanish, and we will walk in the
fullness of the heritage of favor that is
ours in Jesus Christ.
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theSeeking Life

There’s a lot of emphasis these days on
various kinds of lifestyles. People talk
about healthy lifestyles and unhealthy
lifestyles. They talk about urban,
suburban and rural lifestyles. There
was even a television show some years
ago called Lifestyles
of the Rich and Famous.

Although those things are
fine, I suppose, to me there’s
really only one lifestyle worth
living: the lifest yle God
describes in His Word.
I call that lifestyle The
Seeking Life, because Jesus told
us how to tap in to it by giving
us these instructions:
Do not worry and be anxious
saying, What are we going to
have to eat? or, What are we
going to have to drink? or,
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What are we going to have
to wear? For the Gentiles
(heathen) wish for and crave
and diligently seek all these
things, and your heavenly
Father knows well that you
need them all. But seek (aim at
and strive after) first of all His
kingdom and His righteousness
(His way of doing and being
right), and then all these things
taken together will be given to
you besides (Matthew 6:31-33,
The Amplified Bible).

peace, joy and every other good thing.
Over the years, I’ve discovered that
the more I seek God, the happier and
more wonderful my life becomes. I’ve
also learned it’s much better to cultivate
a God-seeking lifestyle than it is to just
coast along until I get in trouble and
then look to Him for the way out. Even
though He’s merciful to us anytime we
sincerely call on Him, we can avoid a
lot of upset and pain by sticking close
to Him every day. We can enjoy
more smooth sailing in our lives if we
continually seek to do things God’s way.

Not Just a Oncea-Week Event
by Gloria
Copeland

I got born again reading those
verses, so I’ve known about the
seeking life for almost 50 years
now. I was excited about it from the
beginning. But as I’ve grown older,
I’ve gotten smarter. So I’m more sold
on it today than ever.
Why?
Because the seeking life is THE
BLESSED LIFE. It’s the kind of life
that opens the door to God’s highest
and best will for us. The seeking life
not only offers us health, prosperity
and success, it also provides us with

“Well, Gloria,” someone might say,
“I think I’m doing all right when it
comes to seeking God. After all, I go
to church every Sunday.”
I’m glad you do! That’s a good start.
But the seeking life isn’t just a oncea-week event. If you really want to be
BLESSED, you need to go after the
things of God every day. You need to
keep the Word of God in front of your
eyes, in your ears and in the center of
your heart all the time.
That’s what it takes to keep your
thinking straight.
The reason is simple: We live in a
world that’s inundated with darkness.
We’re surrounded by a crazy culture
that thinks bad is good and good is
bad. The devil is constantly using
every means available to confuse us
and darken our minds. So, even if you
go to church on Sunday morning and
Wednesday night, you’re going to get
off track if you do what everyone else
does on the other days of the week.
A lot of Christians don’t seem to
understand this. They think it’s OK
to come home from work every
day and sit in front of the television
watching the same ungodly programs
their unsaved neighbors do. I’m not
just talking about the ugly stuff on
the pornographic channels, either.
I’m talking about the trash on all the
other networks that dishonors God or
promotes immorality.
Although it’s easy to just go with

the world’s flow and watch whatever
comes on the television screen, you
can’t live the seeking life by just
f loating along and being lazy. You
have to resist the devil and choose
to do things God’s way. That means
sometimes you have to turn off the
TV altogether and open your Bible.
In other words, you have to take
action.
Seek is an action word! According
to the dictionary it means “to go after
something with intense effort; to try
to find, to ask or inquire for; to learn
or discern.”
I was reminded of this several years
ago when I lost my Daytimer. All my
appointments for the next few weeks
were listed in it, so I was desperate to
locate it. As you can imagine, I looked
and looked and looked for that book. I
went through my desk drawers. I dug
through my closet. I searched through
my car and Ken’s car.
Even though it took a lot of effort,
I kept seeking and seeking because I
had to have that book. Sure enough, I
finally found it.
Later it occurred to me, if I
was willing to look that hard for
something that would just affect a
few days or weeks of my life, how
much more willing should I be to
seek after the things of God—things
that will affect my entire life, all the
way into eternity?

The Sentence
That Changed My Life

Another definition for seek comes
from a Hebrew root word which means
“to tread or to frequent.” I like that
definition because to be God-seekers
we must frequently tread, or spend
time, in His Word and in prayer.
Personally, I’ve never had much
problem spending time in the Word.
I’ve loved reading and studying it
ever since I got born again. I rarely
let a day go by without spending
time in the Bible. I must confess,
however, I haven’t always had the
same attitude about prayer. I didn’t
really make it a daily priority in my
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life until 1982. That’s when I was in a
meeting listening to Brother Kenneth
E. Hagin. He delivered a prophetic
word that contained one sentence that
changed my life.
“Just spend an hour or two a day
with the Lord in prayer,” he said, “and
all will be well with you.”
I had followed Brother Hagin’s
ministry for years. I knew that what
he prophesied came to pass, so those
words caught my attention. My son,
John, was a teenager at that time
and he wasn’t living for God. I was
concerned about him and I thought,
OK, I’m going to start getting up earlier
and praying one hour a day because if

I do, all will be well with me and John
will be all right. He’ll turn around and
start serving the Lord.
I don’t mind telling you, in the
beginning those early morning
times of prayer were hard! It was
wintertime, so when the alarm went
off it was dark and cold. My f lesh
would complain. I’d think, I don’t
want to get up! But I’d make myself
get out of bed anyway and spend an
hour in prayer. I may have missed
a few times, but for the most part I
stuck with it until it became a habit.
Many years later, I figured up how
many hours I’d prayed because of that
one step of obedience. I was shocked
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to realize it was thousands of hours.
Do you think those hours of prayer
affected my life? Certainly they did!
Not only did John turn out to be a
godly man and the executive director
of our ministry, many other things
turned out well for me, too.
That one decision, to seek God by
praying an hour a day, has probably
changed my spiritual life as much or
more than any other thing I’ve done
since I got saved and filled with the
Spirit. Think what I would have
missed out on if I’d passed up that
opportunity. Imagine all the good
things that would not have been
added to me if I’d just taken the easy
way out and stayed in bed!
If you don’t want to miss out
on anything God has for you, I
encourage you to make prayer a
priority in your life, too. Don’t just
coast along expecting others to do
your praying for you. Don’t hit the
snooze button and think, If I get in
trouble, I’ll just call the prayer warriors
at church.
Those prayer warriors might be
praying for themselves when you call.
They might not be there when you
need them. What’s more, they’re not
called to babysit you like a spiritual
2-year-old for the rest of your life.
You’re supposed to grow up and get
your own prayer life going. So if you
haven’t already done so, determine
right now to seek God daily in prayer
and in His Word.

Just Do It!

What will happen when you really
commit yourself to a lifestyle of
consistently seeking God?
You’ll not only find Him, you’ll find
the door to a truly BLESSED life!
Jesus guaranteed it. He said, “Keep
on asking and it will be given you;
keep on seeking and you will find;
keep on knocking and [the door] will
be opened” (Matthew 7:7, AMP).
It’s wonderful to receive what you’ve
asked for. It’s marvelous to find God
and to see Him open the door to His
wonderful will for your life. But when

under him. In addition, we had the
opportunity to attend seminars on
faith by Brother Hagin that changed
our whole lives.
All those things were great. But
we didn’t know they were going to
happen when we left Arkansas. All
we knew was that Ken was called to
preach and God had told us to move
to Tulsa.
That’s the way it is with the
seeking life. You can’t always figure
things out. When God gives you
a leading, it often seems like He’s
asking you to do the impossible. But
you’re supposed to step out by faith
and go for it anyway. If you don’t,
if you wait until you can see how
everything is going to work, you’ll
miss out on God’s plan.
Today, Ken and I are so glad we
didn’t wait until we could afford for
him to go to ORU before we obeyed
God. We would have been waiting
forever! Why? Because as long as
we were out of the will of God, we
were getting deeper in debt instead
of coming out.
But when we obeyed the light God
gave us and went to Tulsa, we saw
miracles. We not only survived, Ken
got the training he needed and a
little more than a year later he was in
ministry and all our debts were paid.
Can God do that same kind of
thing for you?
Certainly He can...and He will
if you’re living the seeking life. So
make a fresh commitment to do it.
Make a quality decision to give
God’s written Word first priority
in your life every day. Believe and
obey what He’s already said in
black and white, then seek Him
in prayer about His specific
plan for you. Ask Him for
wisdom. He will give it to you and
show you what to do next.
When He does, act on it. Take a
step of faith. Go wherever He leads
you, and do whatever He puts in
your heart to do.
Step into the lifestyle of THE
BLESSED!
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it happens, there’s something more
you need to do. You need to step out
by faith and obey Him.
Obedience is a vital part of the
seeking life. When God reveals His
will to you, if you don’t act on it,
THE BLESSING is not going to
function for you like it should.
Ken and I learned this back in
1967, when the Lord dealt with
Ken to move our family to Tulsa,
Okla., and enroll at Oral Roberts
University.
We had only been born again
and filled with the Spirit a short
while when God gave us those
instructions, and they made no sense
to us! After all, Ken was 30 years old
at the time. We were broke. We had
little children to take care of and a
mountain of bills to pay. It didn’t
look to us like Ken needed to go to
school. It looked like he needed to
work two jobs and try to make a
living.
Yet, he still kept getting this
leading from the Lord in his spirit:
Go to ORU.
For a while, he resisted it. He
kept thinking, There’s no way. It’s
ridiculous. We can’t move. We don’t
have any money. How will we live?
(Or, as Jesus put it, What will we
eat? What will we drink? What
will we wear?) So, for a while
we didn’t obey. As a result, our
circumstances—which were already
pretty bad—got even worse.
Finally, deciding it would be better
to starve in the will of God than
starve outside of it, we piled our few
belongings into a little U-Haul and
headed to ORU. When we got there,
Ken enrolled as a full-time student,
just like God told him to do. From
that moment on, amazing things
began to happen.
K e n’s s c h o o l t u it i o n w a s
super nat u ra l ly pa id. He was
immediately hired as co-pilot of
Brother Roberts’ airplane. He got to
fly to all Brother Roberts’ meetings,
work beside him and learn the
ministry of healing and deliverance
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