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for a Hurting World
Sergio Alvarado

was addicted to drugs and alcohol for 20
years after his mother, an addict and
prostitute, died on the druginfested streets of Juárez,
Mexico. Then, he found
freedom through the
teachings of Kenneth
Copeland—who now
calls Sergio a
“spiritual son.”
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Sin is absolutely running wild these
days. I’m amazed sometimes at how
much evil has increased just during
my lifetime. Acts of wickedness
that were practically unthinkable
when I was growing up are almost
commonplace now.
Many people these days have gotten
the idea that sin really isn’t a big
deal. They think we should be more
tolerant of it. Some are even proud
of their sin and boldly flaunt it in the
face of God.
If you’ve read Bible history, you
know that’s not a smart thing to do.
It makes cultures increasingly violent
and dangerous. It opens the door to
calamity, destruction and ultimately
to divine judgment.
Maybe this isn’t a popular thing to
say these days, but I’m going to say
it anyway: Sin is not OK. It carries
penalties with it.
Anyone who thinks it doesn’t,
needs to look at what happened to
Sodom and Gomorrah. They don’t
exist anymore. You and I can’t
go there on vacation and tour the
antiquity museums. Those cities are
gone. God had to judge and destroy
them because if He’d let the evil there
continue unchecked, it would have
contaminated the whole world. It
would have darkened the hearts of
future generations and prevented God
from getting through to them.
Although the world hasn’t gotten to
that point yet in our day (and I don’t
believe it will as long as the Church is
on the earth preaching the gospel and
living for Jesus), sin is clearly having
a negative effect on this planet. The
earth can take only so much evil before
it revolts, and things like earthquakes,
fires, famines and plagues start to
multiply. That’s why the closer we
get to the end of this age, the more
dangerous this world will become.

offered us a refuge from the dangers
of this world.
If we take Him up on that offer, we
can be like the man in Psalm 91 who
dwells in the secret place of the Most
High. We can say with confidence:
“The Lord, He is my Refuge and my
Fortress, my God; on Him I lean and
rely, and in Him I [confidently] trust!”
(verses 1-2, The Amplified Bible).
A refuge is a wonderful thing. It
provides a place of safety even in the
midst of the most terrible destruction.
Have you ever seen old photos of
people during World War II crowding
into underground bomb shelters?
That’s a good illustration of what a
refuge can do. It can protect you and
literally save your life when evil and
violence are exploding all around.
In times of trouble, even a natural
refuge can be a great blessing. But a
supernatural refuge—the kind that
God provides for us—is an even

greater blessing. Unlike a natural
shelter, there’s always plenty of room
in the secret place of the Most High.
God will never turn you away and tell
you there’s no vacancy. He’ll never say,
“My shelter is full.”
God is big! He’s big enough to
cover everyone who comes to Him.
He’s so big He can keep us surrounded
continually by His goodness, so that
wherever we are we can say like David
did in 2 Samuel 22:2-3: “The Lord
is my rock, and my fortress, and my
deliverer; the God of my rock; in him
will I trust: he is my shield, and the
horn of my salvation, my high tower,
and my refuge, my saviour; thou savest
me from violence.”

Obedience Matters

If anyone ever needed a refuge from
violence, David did. He faced a lot of it
in his lifetime. He had to fight the lion
and the bear that attacked his father’s
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You Can Be Sheltered
and Secure

“Well, Gloria,” you might say, “you’re
making things sound pretty scary.”
I know, and they would be scary if
it weren’t for this: As believers, God
has provided protection for us. He has
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sheep. He had to single-handedly slay
the murderous giant, Goliath. But he
could do it all without fear because he
had this revelation: “The Lord [is]...
My lovingkindness and my fortress,
My high tower and my deliverer, My
shield and the One in whom I take
refuge” (Psalm 144:1-2, New King
James Version).
Look again at those last two words.
I italicized them for emphasis because
they’re especially important. They let
us know that God’s sheltering power
doesn’t just fall on us like an apple
off a tree. We have to do something
to appropriate it. We have to actively
“take refuge” in God.
How do we do that?
By faith!
Faith is a major key to receiving
everything God offers. It’s how we
receive the new birth. It’s how we
receive healing and prosperity. And
since faith comes by hearing God’s
Word, to have faith in our refuge the
first thing we do is find out what the
Word says about it. We feed on God’s
promises of protection until all fear
has been eradicated from our hearts.
Then, according to Romans 10:10,
we say what we believe. We talk like
David did and say things like, “I’m
hidden in the secret place of the Most
High! He saves me from violence.
He’s my refuge, my defense and my
very present help in time of trouble.”
Ken and I preach frequently about
faith and words, so if you’ve heard
us very often you already know how
important they are. But, they’re not
the whole story. It’s not just what you
believe and say that matters. Your
actions are important too.
If you want to stay safe in God’s
refuge, you must obey Him. You
must do what He tells you to do in
His written Word and through the
voice of the Holy Spirit inside you.
Otherwise you’ll open the door to the
devil; he’ll gain entrance into your life
and threaten your security.
It’s a sobering thought, I know, but
it’s true nonetheless. Even though we’re
believers—born again and washed in
the blood of Jesus—if we want to live

in God’s secret place of protection,
we must be steadfast in our walk with
Him. We can’t be on fire for Him one
day and backsliding the next. We can’t
be wishy-washy, acting like saints on
Sunday and sinners on Monday. “For
he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea
driven with the wind and tossed. For let
not that man think that he shall receive
any thing of the Lord” (James 1:6-7).

Living in Dangerous Territory

This is one reason why, in my own
life, I put such emphasis on spending
time in God’s Word. The Word
strengthens my faith and keeps me
spiritually stable. It corrects me when
I’m wrong and teaches me how to live
in a way that pleases God.
Fifty years ago I used to do and say
things without any sense of conviction,
that I would never do or say today,
because I’ve spent time in God’s Word.
I’ve gotten to know Him and His
ways. I’ve learned more about what I
should and shouldn’t do and say.
Do you know what else I’ve learned
from spending time in the Word? I’ve
learned that God is altogether good,
that He wants the best for me. But, if
I choose to go opposite His direction,
I’m taking my life in my own hands.
I’m heading for trouble because just
as following His commands leads to
THE BLESSING, refusing to follow
them leads to the curse.
Disobedience to God’s Word is the
doorway to everything bad! That’s
why James 1:22 says, “Be ye doers
of the word, and not hearers only.”
Christians who are hearers only live
in dangerous territory. Doers live in
security and safety.
I want to be a doer, don’t you? I
want to do everything I can to live
in obedience to the Lord. I want to
think like the Bible says to think. I
want to talk like the Bible says to talk,
and act like the Bible says to act. I
want to abide in the secret place of the
Most High so I can be secure and safe
even in times of national turmoil and
judgment.
“Gloria, are you saying our nation is
headed for judgment?” you might ask.

That’s not my primary point, but
I’ll admit that it’s possible. After all,
the Bible clearly says things are going
to get very bad on earth before Jesus
comes. Personally, I’m praying that
before the worst hits, our nation will
awake unto God and experience great
revival. Then the Rapture can come
and God can whisk us out of here.
But regardless of how events unfold,
regardless of how bad it gets before we
leave, if God is your refuge you don’t
have to worry. As Proverbs 3:25-26
says, “You need not be afraid of sudden
disaster or the destruction that comes
upon the wicked, for the Lord is your
security” (New Living Translation).
As the righteous, you and I can
survive national judgment or any
other kind of danger! We can come
through the worst times and end
up more BLESSED than ever. If
you want to see a picture of how it
happens, read in the book of Exodus
about what God did for the children
of Israel the night before He brought
them out of Egypt.
Talk about a time of national
judgment! On that night, all the
firstborn in Egypt died because of
the nation’s rebellion against God.
But in the midst of it all, the Lord
protected and prospered His people.
He fulfilled the promise He made
to them, that “against any of the
children of Israel shall not a dog move
his tongue, against man or beast:
that ye may know how that the Lord
doth put a difference between the
Egyptians and Israel” (Exodus 11:7).
God does the same for His people
today. He makes a difference between
the righteous and the unrighteous.
Well, I don’t believe that’s fair!
someone might think.
Yes, it is. It’s absolutely fair! Anyone
who chooses to can do what God says.
Anyone can repent and receive His
forgiveness. Anyone can receive Jesus
as Lord, get born again, start obeying
the Word and take refuge in God.
Jesus said, “ W hosoever will,
let him take the water of life freely”
(Revelation 22:17). That means it’s our
choice whether or not we receive God’s

righteousness and take Him as our
refuge. It’s also our choice whether or
not we stay in that refuge day by day.
If we choose not to, if we choose
to step outside the protection of
our covenant with God and live
in disobedience to the Word, God
won’t be able to help us. He’ll try
to get correction to us, but if we
ignore Him and insist on going our
own way, we’re going to experience
the consequences. And we won’t
like them.
Think again about the first Passover
night in Egypt and you’ll see what
I mean. Before the plague came,
God told the Israelites to put the
blood of the Passover lamb over their
doorposts and then go inside their
houses. “And none of you shall go
out at the door of his house until the

morning,” He said (Exodus 12:22).
What do you think would have
happened to a firstborn Israelite if he
decided to ignore God’s instructions
and go outside about midnight? He
would have died—and it would have
been his own responsibility because he
chose to disobey. He decided to leave
the protection of the blood and ignore
God’s Word.
My friend and fellow believer, let’s
not make those kinds of choices in
these dangerous times. Let’s get more
serious than we’ve ever been about the
Word of God. Let’s put our faith in
God as our refuge, get rid of the trash
in our lives and do what’s right.
Then we’ll be safe no matter what
happens around us. We’ll not only
survive, we will thrive in the secret
place of the Most High.

Stop
living
in fear!
£

6

00

w7.60

Protection Promises
Paperback book by Kenneth & Gloria Copeland
#30-0708

Protection Promises provides clear insight into God’s perspective
on protection with each chapter filled with scriptures from different
versions of the Bible for greater clarity. You’ll find chapters on
protection, obedience, freedom from fear and even what the Bible
says about protection for your children.

kcm.org.uk/mag

+44 (0)1225 787310
mar ‘14

: B VOV

:

31

MARCH
Sun., March 2

Redeemed From Poverty
Kenneth Copeland

March 3-7

Celebrating
broadcast calendar 35
years

The Benefit of Healing
Belongs to You!
Gloria Copeland

Sun., March 9

Kenneth Copeland

Disciples of Truth and Freedom
Kenneth Copeland

March 10-14

How to Get Your Prayers Answered

Gloria Copeland

Kenneth Copeland and Bill Winston
Sun., March 16

The Father Working Within You

Let’s
connect

Kenneth Copeland
March 17-21

Taking Ownership

Bill Winston

Kenneth Copeland and Bill Winston
Sun., March 23

Receiving Grace to Please God
Kenneth Copeland

March 24-28

kcm.org.uk
George Pearsons

Heirs of God—Who You Are in Christ
Gloria Copeland and George Pearsons

Sun., March 30

Be a Blessing Agent

Facebook.com/KCMEurope

Kenneth Copeland
March 31-April 4

Heirs of God—What Is Yours in Christ
Gloria Copeland and George Pearsons

Station Listings >> kcm.org/media/tv
Watch Online >> kcm.org.uk		
Download >> kcm.org/media

online Roku streaming

Now you can watch KCM broadcasts, including Healing
School, anytime you want. It’s simple! Just get a Roku
streaming media box, plug it in to your TV and Internet, and
subscribe to the KCM channel for free. It’s another way to
receive the teaching you love!
The BVOV daily broadcast on CD or DVD is available to order
online FREE as listed at kcm.org.uk/broadcast.
Broadcasts required outside of those listed on this web page are
chargeable at £6 for CD and £5 for DVD. Broadcasts can also be
ordered by phone, call +44 (0)1225 787310.

twitter.com/KCMEurope

Youtube.com/KCMEurope

Customer Service & Prayer
01225 787310 +44 1225 787310 outside UK
Kenneth Copeland Ministries
PO Box 15, BATH BA1 3XN

