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Debt
free
Bryan & Cindy Lee

Facing a financial
flood that threatened
to destroy their family,
Bryan and Cindy Lee turned to God, put their faith
to work and saw their debt washed away. {page 10}
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Catch Vision

Sure enough, he found Isaac Bruce
(another believer!) in position, ready
to catch the ball and run. Warner
threw the pass. Bruce grabbed it and
ran for the touchdown.
It was a great moment for the
Rams, but it was also a great moment
for me because I got a revelation from
the Lord that I’ve been preaching
about ever since. I suddenly saw more
clearly than ever before that God is
always looking for a receiver. He has
a heavenly storehouse full of riches;
a Bible brimming with promises; a
heart full of wonderful plans; and His
eyes are always running “to and fro
throughout the whole earth, to show
himself strong in the behalf of them
whose heart is perfect toward him”
(2 Chronicles 16:9).
Just like Kurt Warner was looking
for Isaac Bruce, God is looking for
believers who will reach out by faith
and take everything He has provided
for them. He’s searching for those
who will grab hold of His vision for
their lives, run with it and cross the
goal line like the winners He created
them to be.
The problem is, such believers
aren’t always easy to find. Although
there are multitudes of Christians
on the playing field of life, many of
them haven’t positioned themselves
to receive. Instead of having their
hands in the air and their eyes on the
ball, they’re just wandering around
saying, “Well, I guess God will just
do whatever He wants to do in my
life. It’s all up to Him.”
Although they mean well, they’re
taking the wrong approach. God has
already told us in His Word what He

wants to do for us. He wants to heal
us and prosper us. He wants us to be
BLESSED and to be a BLESSING
to others. He wants to fulfill all the
dreams He has put in our hearts.
But He can’t do those things
without our cooperation. He needs us
to do our part.
If you want to see how important
it is for us to do our part, think about
how the Super Bowl would have
turned out if Isaac Bruce hadn’t done
his job that day. What would have
happened if he hadn’t been paying
attention, or if he’d put his hands over
his eyes and said, “I’m just not worthy
to win a Super Bowl. I just don’t think
I deserve it. I just can’t see myself
doing it.”
I’ ll tell you what would have
happened. The Rams would have lost
the game.
Personally, I don’t like to lose
games, do you? Especially when it
comes to this all-important game
called life, I want to end up a winner.
So I decided a long time ago that I am
going to catch the vision God has for
me. What’s more I’m going to hold on
to it because, according to the Bible, it
takes a vision to finish in victory.
As Proverbs 29:18 says, “Where there
is no vision, the people perish: but he
that keepeth the law, happy is he.”
The word vision in this verse refers
specifically to an inner image that comes
from the Lord. The Amplified Bible
describes it as a “redemptive revelation
of God.” It’s a revelation so clear and real
that, as the Hebrew definition says, it can
be “gazed at mentally, perceived, beheld,
or looked at.”
For us, as believers, having this kind
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of divine vision is absolutely vital. If
we want to walk in all the wonderful
benefits Jesus purchased for us through
His death and resurrection, we must
have a picture on the inside of us—an
inner image we can see all the time—
of God’s promises and plans coming to
pass for us.
If we don’t, although we’ll still go
to heaven when we die, our lives on
earth won’t be all God ordained them
to be. Much of what He destined
us to do and enjoy will perish. In
Hebrew, the word perish means,
among other things, “to dismiss or set
at naught, to loosen the grip and let
something slip through your fingers.”

God Won’t Send
You a Telegram

“But Gloria,” you might say, “I don’t
know what God’s vision is for my life!
I’m not sure what His specific plans
are for me.”
Then do something about it. Don’t
just wait around hoping God sends
you a telegram or a FedEx package
with instructions in it. Seek Him
and find out what He has in store
for you. Spend time in prayer and
in church and in believers’ meetings
where the Holy Spirit is moving and
listen to what God is saying to your
spirit. Give Him the opportunity
to enlighten you and tell you what
direction you should go.
Most important of all, spend time
in God’s written Word. You’ll find
much of your divine vision right
there in black and white. The Word
is absolutely full of good news about
all the BLESSINGS that are yours
through the plan of redemption.
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Different Receivers,
Different Results

Once you catch God’s vision for
some aspect of your life, you can start
to run with it. But as you do, you’ll
want to remember the example set

A sower went out to sow. And as he
sowed, some seeds fell by the roadside,
and the birds came and ate them up.
Other seeds fell on rocky ground,
where they had not much soil; and at
once they sprang up, because they had
no depth of soil. But when the sun
rose, they were scorched, and because
they had no root, they dried up and
withered away. Other seeds fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them out. Other seeds fell on
good soil, and yielded grain—some a
hundred times as much as was sown,
some sixty times as much, and some
thirty (AMP).

by Isaac Bruce. When he caught that
crucial pass and took off toward the
end zone, the opposing team members
did whatever they could to get the ball
away from him. But he didn’t let them
have it. No matter what happened, he
hung on to the ball.
You and I must do the same if we’re
going to make it across the goal line
in victory. We must hold on to the
insight God gives us, keep it firmly in
our hearts and refuse to let it go.
This is where many spiritual
receivers miss it. When the devil puts
pressure on them they lose their grip
on their vision. They let him steal it
from them before it comes to pass in
their lives.
Jesus warned us about this in
Matthew 13:3-8 in the parable of
the sower. There, comparing the
Word of God to seed that’s sown by
a farmer on four different kinds of
soil, He said:

The different kinds of soil in that
parable represent four groups of people.
Each group had an equal opportunity
to be BLESSED because the Word
came to all of them. But because each
group handled the Word differently,
they didn’t get the same results.

Receive
God’s
Promises
Whether you’ve been walking with
the Lord 41 days or 41 years, there
are three actions that can make all the
difference as to whether or not you’re
walking in God’s plan for your life:

Implement, Engage, Press.
Gloria Copeland shows you how to:

sale

What’s more, through God’s written
Word you’ll find out how to live.
You’ll learn what to do to connect
with His unique plans for your life.
I k now what you might be
thinking. If what I’m saying is true,
how come so many Bible-reading
Christians are still wandering around
without a vision? How come they’re
not consistently receiving armloads of
God’s blessings?
Because to benefit from God’s
Word you have to do more than read
it. You have to believe it and obey it.
Otherwise you can find yourself like
the unbelieving crowds who heard
the parables Jesus told. They never got
anything out of them because, as Jesus
said: “Their ears are dull of hearing,
and their eyes they have closed; lest
at any time they should see with their
eyes and hear with their ears, and
should understand with their heart,
and should be converted, and I should
heal them” (Matthew 13:15).
Those people had hardened
themselves to the Word of God by their
unbelief and disobedience. As a result,
they’d lost their spiritual vision. They’d
lost the ability to perceive and receive
what God was trying to show them.
Therefore, He couldn’t heal them. He
couldn’t restore what was missing in
their lives and make them whole.
Don’t ever let yourself get in that
condition! Keep your spiritual eyes
and ears open by not only attending
to the Word but by believing and
acting on what God says to you
through it. Then Jesus can say the
same thing about you that He said
about His f irst 12 disciples over
2,000 years ago: “It is given unto
you to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven.... Blessed are
your eyes, for they see: and your ears,
for they hear” (verses 11, 16).

9

£

Implement, Engage, Press: How to
Receive God’s Promises for Your Life
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•

Implement your faith as a tool
to receive God’s promises

•

Engage as long as it takes
to accomplish every detail

•

Press in to receive all He has for you.
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I recently made
Jesus Christ the
Lord of my life.
My husband,
however, has
not, and that’s
causing problems
in our home. My
husband says
I’m neglecting
him and my
family because I
spend so much
time studying
my Bible. I try
to tell him how
important it is to
put God’s Word
first place, but
he just doesn’t
understand.
What should
I do?

by Kenneth
Copeland

A: You are right in
wanting to put The
WORD first in your
life. According to
Joshua 1:8, The
WORD of God should
be uppermost in your
thinking all of the
time, whether it be on
the job, at home or in
your leisure time. As
you meditate on that
WORD day and night,
The LORD will reveal
how it applies to your
life and how you can
act on it. So your desire
to grow in The WORD
is good.
But don’t let the devil
take your enthusiasm
for the things of God
and turn it into a
stumbling block that
comes between you
and your husband.
Instead, let 1 Peter 3:1
be your guide. “Wives,
be submissive to your
own husbands, that
even if some do not
obey the word, they,
without a word, may be
won by the conduct of
their wives” (New King
James Version).
Let your husband see
The WORD in action
in your life. Let him see
that your love for God
has increased—not
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decreased—your desire
to love and serve your
family. Care for the
needs of your husband
and children. Attend to
them. Look for ways of
showing how important
they are to you.
Titus 2:4-5 says,
“Admonish the young
women to love their
husbands, to love their
children, to be discreet,
chaste, homemakers,
good, obedient to their
own husbands, that
the word of God may
not be blasphemed.” In
other words, don’t close
your husband’s heart to
The WORD by making
him feel it’s robbed
him of your attention.
Instead, let him know
he’s more precious to
you than ever. Your
diligence and affection
will be more of a
witness to him of the
love of God than your
being able to quote
every scripture in the
Bible.

The f irst group let the devil
devour the Word immediately. They
were the kind of people who heard
what the Bible says and instead of
receiving it, they rejected it. As a
result, they didn’t receive anything
from it. Not one thing.
The second group of people received
the Word and rejoiced over it for a
while, but they didn’t really let it take
root. So “when affliction or trouble
or persecution [came] on account
of the Word” (verse 21, AMP) the
devil was able to convince them that
God’s promises would never become
a reality for them, and their faith in
the Word faltered. Their divine vision
withered up and died.
If you let him, the devil will pull
the same stunt with you. That’s why
you have to be determined to hold
on to God’s promises. That’s why
you have to hang on tightly to what
God has said to you about your divine
callings and dreams.
Those things don’t usually come to
pass overnight. They often take time.
God might have given you a vision
30 years ago of something He has in
store for you, and it might not have
come to pass yet, but that shouldn’t
discourage you. Just keep saying and
believing it. Keep holding on. Don’t
let it go.
Timing is everything with God,
and it may not be time yet for that
particular vision to be fulfilled. If
you let go of it now, it will perish and
you’ll never see it happen. You’ll miss
out on a precious part of God’s plan
for you.
So don’t quit! Instead, keep
following God every day. Keep
obeying His Word and responding
to the promptings of His Spirit. One
of these days, you’ll take one small
step of obedience and, without even
realizing it, you’ll step into the next
phase of God’s plan for your life.
Who knows how it might happen?
God might lead you to go to
Starbucks and you wind up meeting
the husband He promised you. He
might prompt you to call someone you
haven’t seen in a while and, because

of that conversation, you wind up
getting the business opportunity of
your dreams.
As believers, we should live every
day with the ears of our heart tuned
to God, listening to Him about
even seemingly insignificant things,
because we don’t know what blessings
may be waiting for us at the other end
of our obedience.

Watch Out for
Those Thorns

The third group in Jesus’ parable
about the sower received the Word
and held on to it, but then something
else happened. The thorns, which
represent “the care of this world, and
the deceitfulness of riches” choked
the Word so that it yielded no fruit
(verse 22).
I think this is where most Spirit-filled
Christians get off track. They have so
many things to do; they face so many
demands at home, at work and even at
church, that they let those things choke
out their time in the Word. They let
earthly worries and concerns suffocate
their heavenly vision.
Don’t let that happen to you.
Contend for your time with God.
Weed out the things in your life that
are hindering your fellowship with
Him. Put Him and His Word first
in your schedule every day. The more
attention you give to God, the more
He can do in your life. The more you
focus on Him and His Word, the
more deeply rooted the vision He has
for you will be in your heart.
Your heart is good soil for that
divine vision. It knows what to do
with God’s Word and how to process
it. If you put the Word in your heart
and keep it there, watering it and
taking care of it, eventually you’ll see
your harvest—“first the blade, then
the ear, then the full grain in the ear”
(Mark 4:28, AMP).
You’ll become one of those receivers
God spoke to me about during the
Super Bowl that day. You’ll catch
God’s vision and run with it...all the
way across the goal line of life.
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