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ut, as I found out
more than 48
years ago, that’s
not the case. When
God put together the plan
of Redemption, He didn’t
design it to be just eternal
fire insurance. That’s not the
sum total of what Jesus shed
His blood to accomplish.
No. God had much more
in mind. He sent Jesus to
pay the price for sin so that
He could be our Father and
we could be His children.
He did it so He could have
a family! A family He could
fellowship with on His own
level, now and throughout
all eternity. A family called
the Church. A family filled
with sons and daughters
who are born in His image
and grow up to be like Jesus!
“Well Gloria, that sounds
great, for sure,” someone
might say. “But no one can
really be like Jesus.”
God says we can. He
told us so very clearly in
Ephesians 4:11-13: “He
gave some, apostles; and
some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers; for the
perfecting of the saints, for
the work of the ministry, for
the edifying of the body of
Christ: till we all come in
the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect

man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of
Christ.”
Look again at that last
verse. It makes it clear that
we don’t get born again so
that we can live forever as
spiritual babies, or as just
old sinners barely saved by
grace. We’re destined to
become perfect, which means
“mature, or full-grown
Christians”; to become “in
every way more and more
like Christ” (verse 15, New
Living Translation).
According to Ephesians
5:25-27, this is God ’s
endgame, so to speak,
for the entire Church:
“Christ…loved…and gave
himself for it; that he might
sanctify and cleanse it with
the washing of water by the
word, that he might present
it to himself a glorious

D o you k now what
happens when the glory of
God manifests? Sickness
and disease leave people’s
bodies. Crippled people
jump out of wheelchairs.
Demons that have been
oppressing people have to
f lee. Miracles, signs and
wonders take place that
make it possible for people
to actually see God’s power
and glory with their eyes.

It’s Time for
Right-Now Believers

I know what you may be
thinking: If God wants to
manifest His glory that way
through the Church, why isn’t
it happening more?
Because what we believe
for is what happens among
us!
When we believe for
healing, healings take place.

When we believe to
see the same kind of
miracles in our midst
that Jesus saw during
His ministry, they
start to happen.
church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing;
but that it should be holy
and without blemish.”
Notice that doesn’t say
Jesus is going to present to
Himself a Church that’s
just been saved from hell.
It doesn’t say He’s coming
back for a Church that’s just
looking forward to going to
heaven. It says He’s coming
for a glorious Church—a
Church that’s full of the
manifested glory of God.

When we believe for people
to be filled with the Holy
Spirit, they get filled. When
we believe to see the same
kind of miracles in our midst
that Jesus saw during His
ministry, they start to happen.
Jesus told us Himself in
John 14:12-13 that’s the way
it would be. He said: “He
that believeth on me, the
works that I do shall he do
also; and greater works than
these shall he do; because
I go unto my Father. And
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whatsoever ye shall ask in my name,
that will I do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son.”
The devil will always try to convince
us those verses are talking about some
other generation of believers besides
us—about the apostles in Acts, or a
future group of supersaints. He’ll always
try to make people uncomfortable when
someone starts claiming we can believe
to do the works of Jesus right now.
But, of course, he did the same thing
2,000 years ago with people in Jesus’
hometown. He stirred them up like a
bunch of hornets when Jesus stood up in
front of them in the synagogue and read
from Isaiah 61: “The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me, because he hath anointed me to
preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent
me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives, and recovering
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them
that are bruised” (Luke 4:18).
Everyone in the synagogue that day
would have been fine with those words
if Jesus had said they would come to pass
someday, at another time, in another
place. But He didn’t. Instead, He

announced, “This day is this scripture
fulfilled in your ears” (verse 21).
The people in Nazareth didn’t like
that at all! It offended them. “Keep that
kind of thing in the past,” they said.
“Let it happen in the future. But let’s not
have any such stuff in our day.”
In the not-too-distant past, such
an attitude was common even among
born-again believers when the subject
of miracles, signs and wonders came
up. But these days that’s changing.
More and more of us know the Word
and we believe God is watching over
it to perform it (Jeremiah 1:12)—not
someday, but right now.
Personally, I’m ready for it! When it
comes to expecting God’s glory to be
manifested in the Church, I’m a rightnow believer, aren’t you?

The Beginning Is the Best Place to Start

“Well, I’m trying to be,” you might
say. “It’s just hard for me to wrap my
mind around the fact that walking in
God’s glory is actually His will for me.”
Then don’t just take my word for
it. Spend some time reading and
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meditating on what God’s Word says
about it. His Word is His wisdom, and
according to 1 Corinthians 2:7, New
King James Version, it’s been “ordained
before the ages for our glory.” So the
more fully you grasp it, the more you see
in the Bible the magnificently wise plan
God has designed for us as His children,
the more faith you’ll have for His glory
to be manifest in your life.
Don’t just try to figure things out on
your own, though. This isn’t the kind of
wisdom you can get with your natural
eyes and ears. It’s not wisdom that
comes from the world. It has to come
from God Himself.
“As it is written, Eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man, the things which God
hath prepared for them that love him.
But God hath revealed them unto us
by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all
things, yea, the deep things of God”
(verses 9-10).
So as you read the Word, ask the Holy
Spirit to illuminate your heart. Then
trust Him to show you what God’s plan
for you truly is.
“But the Bible is a big book, Gloria!
Where should I start?”
I’ve found it’s best to start with the
beginning. Since God never changes,
His will never changes. Therefore, the
plan He had when He first created
mankind is still His plan for us as His
people today.
Genesis 1:26-27 tells what that plan
was. After God created earth and
prepared the Garden of Eden, He said:
“Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness: and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl
of the air, and over the cattle, and over all
the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creepeth upon the earth. So God
created man in his own image, in the
image of God created he him; male and
female created he them.”
If you study the meaning of the
original Hebrew words in those verses
you’ll find that when God created Adam
in His image, He made him as much
like Himself as it was possible for him
to be. He put His eternal, zoe life within
him (which means Adam had the same
power in his spirit that God had) and
put His own glory upon him. (That’s

why it wasn’t until after Adam sinned
that he realized he wasn’t wearing any
clothes. His body was covered in the
very radiance of the Almighty. He was
dressed in a robe of light.)
God also conferred upon Adam His
very own authority. He gave him lordship
over the earth. He made him His under
ruler, put the whole planet under his
dominion, and gave Adam the freedom to
do on earth whatever he chose to do—with
one exception: “Don’t eat of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil,” He said.
Other than that, Adam had total
liberty to enjoy fellowship with God and
learn from Him how to rule on earth
just like God rules in heaven.
It was a truly glorious plan!
But, of course, Adam and Eve messed
it up. They listened to the lies of the
devil, did what he told them to do, and
put themselves under his wicked power.
As a result, they died spiritually, and lost
the glory of God.
Even so, however, they remained in
charge on this earth. God didn’t revoke
their dominion. Why? Because, as I’ve
already noted, He doesn’t change!
Sometimes I hear people say things like,
“Well, if God’s running things on this
earth, He’s sure doing a poor job of it.”
And they would be right if He actually
were running things down here. But He’s
not. Men are running things down here.
Isn’t it amazing? Even today, some
6,000 years after Adam and Eve sinned
in the Garden, God’s will isn’t done on
earth unless a human being chooses to be
obedient to Him. Even now, this planet is
still under mankind’s dominion because
that’s the way God set it up. And as
James 1:17 says…He never changes!

The Opportunity of a Lifetime

Truth be told, it’s because of God’s
unchangeable nature—as well as
His love, of course—that as soon as
sin corrupted His original plan, He
immediately began working to restore
it. Right there in Eden, He spoke to the
serpent, who was the devil in disguise,
and said, “From now on you and the
woman will be enemies, as will your
offspring and hers. You will strike
his heel, but he will crush your head”
(Genesis. 3:15, The Living Bible).
With those words, God implemented

the plan of Redemption that would pay
the price for Adam’s sin. It would cost
God a dear price to do it. But it was His
will to bring man back into fellowship
with Him, and He intended to see that
it came to pass.
For 4,000 years, God worked…
and worked…and worked that plan
of Redemption (I’m telling you, the
patience of God is something to behold!)
until one day, the Holy Spirit hovered
over a young virgin named Mary, and
Jesus was conceived in her womb. With
His birth, the Son of God became the
Son of Man. He came into the earth as
the “last Adam” (1 Corinthians 15:45)
to get back what the first Adam had lost.
That’s why there had to be a virgin
birth. So a sinless Man could exercise
mankind’s God-given authority to free
men from spiritual death and restore
God’s family to Him!
During Jesus’ life on earth, He
walked perfectly in the will of God. He
healed the sick, cast out demons and
worked miracles. He did what He saw
His heavenly Father do and said what
He heard His Father say.
In other words, He walked, talked
and did the works of God.
Then He went to the Cross, rose
from the dead, ascended to heaven, and
sent the Holy Spirit so we can do the
same. Not just so we can escape hell
and make heaven, but so we can be
born again in God’s image, be filled
with His Spirit, and do the works of
God right here on earth.
T h in k about it! We have a n
opportunity, between now and the time
the Lord catches us away in the Rapture,
to do something God has been working
on bringing to pass for thousands of
years. We have an opportunity to reveal
Jesus to people in a sin-darkened world;
to share the gospel with them and let
them see His love, His character and His
redemptive power in us.
Heaven will be wonderful, and when
it’s time for us to go there, we’ll be
thrilled. But you and I have a chance
to serve God right now, that we’ll never
have again in the same way. Let’s make
the most of it. Let’s believe for the glory
of God to manifest through us! “This is
the victory that overcometh the world,
even our faith” (1 John 5:4).

points to get
you there
The Glorious Family of God

God didn’t de sign the plan of
Redemption just to keep you out of hell
and get you into heaven. He sent Jesus
to pay the price for sin so that He can
be your Father and you can be His child.
He did it so you can grow up to be like
Jesus and help bring into manifestation
the glory of God right here on earth.
Here are some points to get you there:

1

God’s will from the beginning was
for His children to bear His image
and walk in His glory. “So God

created man in his own image, in the
image of God created he him; male and
female created he them.” (Genesis 1:27)

2

When Adam and Eve sinned and
lost that glory, God immediately
began to work to restore it. “So

the Lord God said to the serpent....
From now on you and the woman will be
enemies, as will your offspring and hers.
You will strike his heel, but he will crush
your head.” (Genesis 3:14-15, The Living
Bible)

3

God sent Jesus to be the last
Adam and regain, through the
cross and the resurrection, what
the first Adam had lost. “And so it is

written, The first man Adam was made
a living soul; the last Adam was made a
quickening spirit.” (1 Corinthians 15:45)

4

God’s endgame is for Jesus
to return for a Church that is
manifesting His glory. “That he

might present it to himself a glorious
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or
any such thing; but that it should be holy
and without blemish.” (Ephesians 5:27)

5

We have a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity while we’re on this
earth to reveal God’s glory to
a sin-darkened world. “You are

a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a dedicated nation, [God’s] own
purchased, special people, that you
may set forth the wonderful deeds and
display the virtues and perfections of
Him Who called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9,
The Amplified Bible)
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