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This Christmas is understandably one of 
greater reflection than usual for most people. 
The events of 2020 have rocked the peace of 
millions of people, leaving many wondering if 
they’ll ever feel at peace again. What they’re 
discovering is this—if you look for peace in 
the economy, the government or the state of 
society, you’re in for a roller coaster ride and 
many unsteady days ahead.

Now more than ever, people are looking for 
peace. In fact, the world will go to extremes 
to find it through money, fame, drugs or 
sexual sin. They even look for it in putting up 
Christmas decorations and celebrating, while 
not acknowledging the reason for the season. 
All the same, deep down, they’re looking for 
the peace found only in Christ and the peace 
that was delivered in a manger one night in 
Bethlehem.

Yet in all their efforts, they’ve found one 
thing—it doesn’t work. That’s because you’ll 

never find peace through sin or the world’s 
way. You won’t find peace in unpredictable 
world circumstances. The world has no peace 
to offer you. There is only one way to enjoy 
true peace—believing and trusting in Jesus—
the Prince of Peace—the Light of Peace. 

He offers peace that passes understanding, 
which means while others are stressed to the 
max, you can live free of anxiety, depression, 
fear, poverty, lack and sickness. You can 
live in contentment, joy, security, rest and 
wholeness. In fact, Jesus died to give it to you. 

The question is: Where do you find your 
peace? 

If it’s in the state of life around you, you’ve 
likely discovered that is shaky ground. But 
God’s peace is not subject to the times—it is 
ever-present. 

If you’ve lost your peace and want to get it 
back this Christmas, you need to start where 
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it was stolen in the first place—right at the 
promises of God. If you really believe—if 
you know—that God’s promises are “yes” 
and “amen” for you, there is nothing to fear, 
nothing to question, nothing to consider. So, if 
the devil wants to rob you blind of your peace, 
he’s going to go for the jugular—your faith in 
THE BLESSING over everything else that is 
going on.

We can’t model our expectations after the 
world—they’ve never experienced the peace 
of God—but you already have it. Psalm 29:11 
says He “blesses His people with peace” 
(NIV). He did that through the blood of Jesus—
the Prince of Peace. The Bible tells us He 
bore the chastisement of our peace the same 
way He bore our sins and sicknesses and 
diseases. He is our Peace.

Peace isn’t just the absence of trouble; it 
includes everything that makes for man’s 
highest good. That’s what God wants for your 
life. He wants your peace and prosperity to be 
like an abundant, flowing river.

This Christmas, go to Him and cast your 
cares—all your cares—over where they 
belong. Listen as He says to you, “Come 
to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, 
and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28, 
NASB-1995). Receive the Light of Peace this 
Christmas and then share it with those around 
you, too.

Today’s Reading: 
John 14:27
John 16:33
Numbers 6:24-26

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A27&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2016%3A33&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers%206%3A24-26&version=NIV
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How would you define peace?

A quiet environment? No stress? A completed 
to-do list?

Our definition of peace is much different from 
the Bible’s. You see, God never intended for 
peace to be easy come, easy go. His peace 
is all-encompassing, never-ending shalom. 
It is the peace that Jesus came to bring the 
world, and it’s what we celebrate this time of 
year at Christmas.

Shalom is the Hebrew word for peace. It 
basically means “nothing missing, nothing 
broken,” or wholeness in every area of 
life—spirit, soul and body—permanently. 
Not sometimes in some things. Not on one 
special, out-of-the-ordinary day. Always—in all 
things, including finances, health, relationships 
and protection.

Peace is not the same as serenity, which is 
what the world thinks of when they hear the 

word peace. Serenity is partial and temporary. 
Shalom is permanent and complete. It is an 
agreement—a covenant agreement between 
you and God.

We cannot attain peace by ourselves. God 
gives perfect peace (complete, whole, never-
ending) to those who trust in Him. What a 
wonderful gift! If Jesus is your Lord and Savior, 
but you’ve never accepted (or even known to 
expect) His shalom peace—today is your day.

Dig into the Word today and discover for 
yourself the shalom kind of peace. Christmas 
will take on a whole new meaning, and your life 
will never be the same.

Today’s Reading: 
Isaiah 9:6-7
Isaiah 26:3-4
Isaiah 53:5

Tuesday Devotion
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+9%3A6-7&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+26%3A3-4&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+53%3A5&version=NLT
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Peace on earth.

That’s a popular phrase this time of year. It’s 
scriptural. It’s short. It fits nicely on the front of 
Christmas cards and looks great in gold script.

But let’s get real. That phrase, as spiritual as 
it might sound, isn’t worth the card it’s printed 
on if it’s not a reality in our lives. Peace on 
earth doesn’t mean anything to us when our 
stomachs are in knots over unpaid bills. Peace 
on earth is just a cliché when our minds are 
troubled and our lives are in turmoil.

In order for the good news of peace on earth 
to have real meaning, somehow that peace—
the wholeness that Jesus provided for every 
person’s spirit, soul and body—must become 
real in our own lives.

The question is: How does that happen?

Do we ask God to do it for us? Do we just keep 
begging Him to give us peace and deliver us 
from our troubles until He finally gives in? Do 

we just keep pleading with Him on and on to 
heal, prosper and bless us?

No. Quite frankly, that’s a waste of time. The 
scriptural fact is—God has already done all He 
is going to do about our deliverance.

As children of God, our heavenly Father has 
already blessed us “with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3, KJV).

What we do with those blessings now is 
completely up to us.

One thing we can do to bring peace into our lives?

Be quiet!

That’s right. Peace can be present or absent 
depending on what we choose to say about our 
situation.

That’s because our words have power. They 
are always working—either for us or against 
us. Most Christians don’t realize that. So, when 
they hear the good news that God has given 
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them the victory, they ruin everything by talking 
about their defeats!

Don’t do that! Even if those thoughts are flying 
through your mind, don’t give voice to them. 
Just cast them out and agree with God.

We have a New Testament example in Luke 1 
of a man who should have done that, but didn’t. 
About a year before Jesus was born, Zacharias 
was tending the altar of incense in the Temple, 
and an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
to give him some very good news about the 
coming birth of Zacharias’ son.

If Zacharias had taken heed to the word that had 
been given him, if he had given it his undivided 
attention, he might have done all right.

Instead, he focused on the problems in his 
life. He started thinking about all the reasons 
why God’s Word wouldn’t work for him. After 
all, Elisabeth was barren. On top of that, 
both she and Zacharias were too old to have 
children anymore.

With those things on his mind, Zacharias opened 
his mouth and started talking. He interrupted the 
whole plan of God. Those were the last words 
Zacharias spoke for nine months.

You and I need to learn a lesson from that story. 
If we can’t say something good, if we haven’t 
grown spiritually strong enough yet to respond 
with words of faith, we shouldn’t say anything 

at all. When we do speak, we must speak 
shalom peace into every area of our lives. The 
Hebrew word shalom means “nothing missing, 
nothing broken.” In other words, wholeness in 
our bodies, finances, relationships and every 
other area of our lives.

We can either choose life or death. We can 
choose to believe the Word or not. We can 
choose to heed the Word or focus on our 
circumstances. We can choose to be quiet 
about those circumstances or we can yap on 
and on about how awful they are.

It is totally up to us.

If we’ll make the right choices, speak peace 
and follow God’s instructions, “peace on earth” 
will become more than a pretty phrase on a 
Christmas card. It will become a powerful, 
personal reality in every area of our lives.

Today’s Reading: 
Proverbs 10:19
Proverbs 18:4
2 Thessalonians 3:16

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+10%3A19&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+18:4&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Thessalonians+3%3A16&version=KJV
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Work pressures. Family commitments. Church 
outreaches. Your children’s extracurricular 
activities. Christmas shopping. Holiday events 
and dinners. You may think your circumstances 
this time of year are the greatest enemies of 
your peace, but you’d be wrong.

It isn’t circumstances that will rob you of your 
peace—it is the worry and anxiety that can 
creep in as a result. In other words, it is how 
you respond.

Did you know stress is a choice?

It is.

We are so blessed that God gave us the ability 
to CHOOSE how we respond to this life. And if 
we choose not to have any anxiety, that’s when 
the peace that passes understanding will come 
into our lives like a flood. It isn’t easy, of course. 
But there are some ways to make choosing 
peace much easier.

1. Make time for the Word of God. It will keep 
your eyes fixed on Him, your mind renewed to 
the truth, and your heart filled to the brim with 
encouragement. Then, cast every care over to 
Him! And do it for real. It really does work!

2. Watch your media intake. It’s not going 
to do much good to fill up on the Word if 
you’re planning to drain out everything good 
by exposing yourself to the contrary. The 
media professing doom and gloom, movies 
and television shows proclaiming ungodly 
values, even family members who have 
embraced secular psychology. With all that 
unbelief swirling around you, you must make 
the quality decision to protect your mind and 
heart (Proverbs 4:20-23). That means turning 
off the television; connecting with strong, godly 
friends; and protecting your Bible study time.

3. Plan ahead for your first response. If 
you decide in advance that you’re not going 

THURSDAY Devotion
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to stress, no matter what comes your way, 
you’ve got a head start on doing it! When 
you’re tempted to get upset or frustrated, 
you’ll remember your decision, stop and 
take a deep breath. Then, you can respond 
by speaking scripture, saying a prayer and 
declaring, “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me!”

It’s time to cut the head off the giant between 
you and your peace. Douse every fear, worry 
and anxiety with the Word of God, and 
determine this Christmas will be stress-free and 
filled with the peace that passes understanding.

Today’s Reading: 
Philippians 4:4-9

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+4%3A4-9&version=NIV
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As soon as Christmas Day comes, then I can 
have a little peace. Have you thought that at all 
during this busy time?

Here’s the truth:

True peace doesn’t come from the absence of 
trouble; it comes from the presence of God. 
Otherwise, imagine how rare peace would be!

But God’s peace comes from the inside out, 
rather than the outside in. It is the strength that 
comes from knowing God is in you and working 
all the time—that greater is He who is in you 
than he who is in the world. It is the comfort of 
knowing: If God is for you, who can be against 
you? It is the certainty that Almighty God is 
there for you 24/7 and always on your side. It 
is knowing that He works all things together for 
our good (Romans 8:28).

There is a story of an art gallery that asked for 
paintings illustrating the idea of peace. The one 
that stood out most was that of a scene with 
a small tree branch bending over a rushing 
waterfall. On the branch sat a small nest with 
a bird sleeping inside. That is a great picture 

of the God kind of peace—peace that doesn’t 
consider its natural surroundings.

You have a right to have peace like that, even 
when serious trouble comes (Isaiah 26:3). 
How? Enter into peace by spending time 
praising God and resting in the truth of His 
Word. As you put your complete trust in Him, 
you will experience peace in the midst of even 
the most challenging circumstances.

As you celebrate the Prince of Peace this 
Christmas, honor Him by receiving His gift of 
peace to you. It is so pleasing to the Lord when 
we endeavor to obey Him and trust Him with 
all our hearts—to live with His peace no matter 
what is going on around us. Make that your aim 
this Christmas, and always!

Today’s Reading: 
Psalm 29:11
John 16:31-33
Colossians 3:15

Friday Devotion
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+29%3A11&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A31-33&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A+15&version=NKJV

